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Parking returns 
to Court-Atlantic 


Meanwhile, work 
continues on YMCA 
and apartments 


30 years of Antics 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

The Atlantic Avenue Local Development Cor- 
poration has pulled out all the stops to make this 
year’s 30th anniversary Atlantic Antic street fair 
— this Sunday, Sept. 26 — one to remember. 
While the festival runs from 10 am to 6 pm along 
Atlantic Avenue between Hicks Street and Fourth 
Avenue, the party goes on until dawn at places 
like the Magnetic Field lounge between Clinton 
and Court streets. 

The AALDC has arranged for a main stage at 
Boerum Place with a ’70s-theme lineup: Bad Compa- 
ny drummer Simon Kirke with his band Critical Fuse; 
DJ King Pleasure; and DUMBO’s power pop band 
Hello Nurse among others. 


Other live music oases include Sahadi’s “Amer-Aba 
stage” with returning Antic performer Eddie the Sheik 
and belly dancers (pictured from last year) between 
Clinton and Court streets; the rock ’n’ roll stage at Mag- 
netic Field; a blues stage at the Waterfront Ale House 
between Henry and Clinton streets; and a kids stage at 
Urban Monster between Hoyt and Bond streets. 

Hefty competitive eater Erie “Badlands” Booker 
will return to defend his title at the Cheesecake Eat- 
ing Contest at the Downtown Atlantic restaurant 
between Hoyt and Bond streets. 

There will also, of course, be sco: 
food vendors. 

For a complete schedule of events 
and maps, visit www.atlanticave. 
org/antic2004.htm or call the 
AALDC at (718) 875-8993. 


Ikea: We won't 
promise i-m-nmi'u 

Red Hook jobs 


By Neil Sloane 
and Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Support for a plan by Ikea 
to build a big-box store on 
the Red Hook waterfront has 
been based largely on one 
factor — much-needed jobs 
for residents of the neighbor- 
hood’s public housing proj- 
ects, where estimates have 
put the unemployment rate 
at near 20 percent. 

With Ikea promising to bring 
600 jobs with their new store, 
many have asked the Swedish 
home furnishings giant to put in 
writing a guarantee that a certain 
percentage of those jobs will go 
to Red Hook residents. 

Ikea says it has a company- 
wide employee turnover rate of 
40 percent, 

“If the folks in public housing 
don’t get a certain number of 
jobs out of this, I think Red 
Hook is being duped and being 
taken advantage of,” said Lou 
Sones, a longtime Red Hook ac- 
tivist and leading opponent of 
the store coming to the water- 
front neighborhood. 

The answer from Ikea offi- 
cials has for months been that 
federal law bars them from forg- 
ing such an agreement. Ikea 
spokesman Patrick Smith repeat- 
edly told The Brooklyn Papers 
— and an Ikea official stated at a 
public meeting — that federal 
hiring guidelines would not al- 
low such preferential treatment 
based on geography. Smith was 
never able to cite the law. 

That’s because there is no such 
law, Ikea’s land use attorney, 
Jesse Masyr, told The Papers. 

Federal anti-discrimination 
laws do not direedy prohibit Ikea 
from guaranteeing jobs to a par- 
ticular ZIP code, but the compa- 
ny will not sign a document 
agreeing to hire a percentage of 


Artist's rendering of the Ikea planned for Red Hook. 


“The ultimate act of cynicism 
in this project would be for me to 
sign this guarantee,” Masyr said. 

But according to Steve Lan- 
dis, a labor and employment at- 
torney with the firm of Shebitz, 
Berman and Cohen, enforcement 
mechanisms could easily be 


written into such an agreement. 

“They don’t want to promise 
anything because they don’t 
want to comply with it,” said 
Landis, who fives in Cobble Hill. 
“Why are they afraid of putting 
enforcement mechanisms in the 
agreement when they have made 
those promises for such a long 
time?” 

See IKEA JOBS on page 4 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 


Drivers in Downtown Brooklyn will be 
happy to discover that a 700-space parking 
garage, located below the under-construc- 
tion apartment building and YMCA at 
Court Street and Atlantic Avenue, is open 
for public use. 

The new garage, mn by Park Kwik, was quiet- 
ly opened for business on Sept. 1 . 

While it is incrementally pricier than the 600- 
space municipal garage that was demolished at the 
same site a year ago, it still offers some of the 
most affordable monthly parking rates in the 
downtown and Brooklyn Heights area, and is far 
from filled to capacity. 

Like the 321-unit rental building in-progress 
above it, named the Court House, the parking lot 
is owned by developer David Walentas’ Two 
Trees Management, and will partially serve the 
new tenants that will be moving in as early as De- 
cember. 

A lottery for 64 low-income units in the build- 
ing has already opened. Anyone interested in an 
application for the affordable units must send a 
postcard with their current mailing address by 
Oct. 1 to Two Trees Management, 45 Washington 
St., PMB 148, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

Residents within the boundaries of Community 
Board 2 (Brooklyn Heights, DUMBO, Downtown 
Brooklyn, Boerum Hill, Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill) will get priority for half of the units. 

Applicants qualified for the units will pay be- 
tween $511 and $655 a month, depending on the 
size of the apartment, and must be making be- 
tween $17,033 and $31,400, depending on the 
size of their family. Nine units reserved for very 
low-income families and individuals will pay be- 
tween $401 and $514 per month, with a salary forced people ot 


Parking is back at the site of the former municipal garage at Court Street and Atlantic Avenue. 


range of between $13,366 and $25,120. 

The affordable units will be disbursed through- 
out the building, side-by-side with market-rate 
rentals, and all the tenants will be indulged by the 
units’ satelfite-TV and Ethernet capabilities, as well 
as 24-hour concierge, balconies and roof terraces. 

“We thought that was a good thing, to keep 
people in the neighborhood,” said Sandy Balboza, 
president of the Atlantic Avenue Betterment Asso- 
ciation. “I just spoke to a woman today from Cob- 
ble Hill. She’s a renter, and her friends were 
renters, and they’re all gone because the rents 


As for the parking spaces, many will later be 
reserved for building tenants and the commercial 
and retail leaseholders, among them a 30,000 
square-foot YMCA. But for now parking is on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 

“We’re doing about a couple hundred cars a 
day,” said the lot’s manager, Ariel Azria, who said 
many of the new users only come in for a few 
hours at a time. 

With a one-hour rate of $8, two hours at $10 
and up to 10 hours at $15, paying to park for er- 
rands at the Fulton Street Mall, nearby courthous- 
See PARKING on page 16 


Residents fighting to save 
52 Clark St's unique lobby 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 


Tenants of an historic, Spanish- 
style former hotel on Clark Street 
in Brooklyn Heights are fighting 
to keep the elaborately decorated 
lobby of their apartment building 
from being destroyed. 

But while changes to the exterior 
of the rent-stabilized building are 
governed by city landmarks regula- 
tions, the interior of 52 Clark St., be- 
tween Henry and Hicks streets, 
which is currently undergoing a ren- 
ovation ordered by the building’s 
management company, is afforded 
no such protection. 

After a modest renovation of the 
units, the Manhattan-based Janoff 
and Olshan Inc., which manages the 
building for owner Howard Zavin, 
hired a contractor to work on the 
lobby, which until recently housed a 
concierge desk and a pigeonhole- 
style mail grid. The foyer has long 
been an attraction, and both neigh- 


The ornate lobby at 52 Clark St., which residents fear will be lost. 


bors and stragglers from the prome- 
nade coming in to admire the hand- 
painted sunflower tiles, giant arch- 
ways and chandeliers, which are 
visible from the street through the 
large windows that front the build- 
ing. 

When the chandeliers started dis- 
appearing, tenant Jamie Brilliant, 24, 
grew concerned. 

“I have no stake in this property 
whatsoever. I just love the history of 
the building,” said the Brooklyn 
Law School student, who has lived 
there since June 2003 and says her 
lease expires next August. 

Although she plans to move out 
when she’s finished with school. 
Brilliant said one of the main draws 
for her was the beauty of the build- 
ing — that, and the $1,350 a month 
she pays for her studio, which came 
with one month of free rent. 

The building is in the Brooklyn 
Heights Historic District, which pro- 
tects building facades. 

See LOBBY on page 4 


Walentas tower worries council zoning chair 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 


Father-and-son developers David and 
Jed Walentas sat through a nearly seven- 
hour City Council subcommittee meet- 
ing Tuesday just to endure apparent fail- 
ure in an application for rezoning to 
build a 16-story tower near the Brooklyn 
Bridge in DUMBO. 


“If we were to take a vote today on the 
proposal, I would vote no,” said Queens 
Councilman Tony Avella, chairman of the 
committee, suggesting that the committee 
would follow his lead. 

“I want you to take that back with you, 
and think about that,” he told the developers. 

Avella later told The Brooklyn Papers 
that he hopes the Walentases will revise 
their latest proposal for 38 Water St. at 


Dock Street in DUMBO, and re-submit 
their plans before the subcommittee votes 
on Oct. 5. 

The Walentases, through their Two Trees 
Management company, seek to build an apart- 
ment and commercial complex that would 
rise next to the Brooklyn Bridge approach 
ramp. The original plan made rocky progress 
— both Community Board 2 and Borough 
President Marty Markowitz issued negative 


declarations as part of the city’s Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP). 

After that, Two Trees scaled back the 
plan, shaving the building height down to 
eight stories along a stretch of the property 
closest to the bridge. That modified plan 
earned the support of the City Planning 
Commission. It is now up to the City Coun- 
cil to decide the project’s fate. 

The biggest uproar continues to be over 


the blocked views of the bridge from 
DUMBO and the consequent obstructed 
views of Brooklyn from the bridge. The 
Walentases have been criticized for having 
blinders to the context of the neighborhood. 

It isn’t the first time such charges have 
been leveled at David Walentas, who large- 
ly created the gentrified DUMBO neigh- 
borhood that exists today. 

See DUMBO on page 16 
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FREE SENIOR SEMINAR 

Presented By The Law Firm of Linda Faith Marshak, Elderlaw Attorney 

PRESERVE YOUR ASSETS FOR YOUR LOVED ONES 


Grand Prospect Hall 

263 Prospect Avenue 

(betw. 5th & 6th Aves., Park Slope) 


TWO DATES: 
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Hicks doctor’s 
office burgled 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A doctor’s office on 
Hicks Street between State 
and Joralemon streets was 
burglarized sometime after 
it closed at 6:30 pm on 
Sept. 13 and before open- 
ing the next day at 7 : 1 5 am. 

An employee who locked 
up was the same one who re- 
turned the next day and found 
a door pried open, with dam- 
age done to the jamb and lock 
mechanism. 

Closets had been rum- 
maged through, and equip- 
ment was in disarray, but the 
burglar left a clue behind that 
was taken for evidence by the 

Near where a Sony radio- 
CD player and narcotics pre- 
scription pad had been stolen, 
police found a textbook. 

11th St. burgle 

A Park Slope woman re- 
turned home at 8 am on Sept. 
11 to find her apartment on 
11th Street near Fifth Avenue 
had been broken into and her 
cell phone used. 

She had left the house on 
Sept. 10 at 9 pm. 

After calling Verizon Wire- 
less, she found the thief had 
made numerous calls on her 
dime, and gave the numbers 
to the police. She valued all 
the missing items at $1,950. 

Laptop grab 

A 23-year-old woman had 
her laptop computer swiped 
out from under her typing fin- 
gers while sitting in front of a 
Seventh Avenue store between 
11th and 12th streets just be- 
fore 1:30 pm on Sept. 19. 

The woman said she was 
working on the laptop, in 
plain view, when the thief 
grabbed her computer and 
took off. 

She screamed, and immedi- 
ately a 27-year-old Bedford- 
Stuyvesant man and a 36- 
year-old man from Park Slope 
helped her chase after the 
criminal. 

As the bandit approached 
11th Street and Sixth Avenue, 
no doubt deciding freedom 
trumped wealth, he dropped 


POLICE BLOTTER 


the computer and made good 
his getaway. 

Mug suspect 

A Carroll Gardens resident, 
50, was on the northwest cor- 
ner of Smith Street and 
Fourth Place at 9:30 am on 
Sept. 20 when a man tackled 
him from behind and brought 
him down. While the victim 
lay pinned on the sidewalk by 
the attacker, a second criminal 
searched his pockets before 
taking his leather wallet, 
which held all his ATM cards, 
credit cards, $47 in cash and a 
driver’s license. 

As the muggers took off 
running southbound on Smith 
Street, the victim leapt to his 
feet and chased after them, 
and kept following as they 
took a right on Nelson Street. 
All the while he took careful 
note of their direction and 
clothing, and then called the 

In no time, one of two sus- 
pects was arrested by Police 
Officer Flavia Orellana of the 
76th Precinct. The 18-year- 
old Red Hook man was 
charged with robbery. 

Screen cut 

A Park Slope woman 
awoke up on Sept. 15 to dis- 
cover her computer was miss- 
ing, and a hole had been cut 
in her inner screen window. 

The 34-year-old, who fives 
on Carroll Street between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues, 
found that sometime after she 
went to bed that night, at 8:30 
pm, and when she woke up, 
at 8 am, a robber reached into 
her window, the robber was 
able to remove items on a 
stand nearby. 

Reported stolen was an 
iBook laptop computer, a 
handheld computer and a cell 

On promenade 

Two gunmen mugged a 
couple sitting on the Brooklyn 
Heights promenade just after 
midnight on Sept. 10. 

The 23-year-old Bay Ridge 


man and his date from Man- 
hattan were on a bench near 
the Montague Street entrance, 
when the robbers crept up be- 
hind them. 

The first man said, “Give us 
the bag, or we’ll shoot you.” He 
then gestured towards the 24- 
year-old woman’s black tote 
bag and flashed a silver hand- 
gun at the couple. 

The other man told them to 


l made off with the 
bag, and took the man’s wallet 
and cell phone. Also stolen 
were two other cell phones, 
two wallets, umbrellas, keys 
and credit cards. 

Another burgle 

A burglar struck at a Brook- 
lyn Heights home on State 
Street and Garden Place on 
Sept. 17 between 11 am and 4 
pm while the owners were out 

The 42-year-old woman of 
the house told police she had 
left the kitchen door out to the 
backyard unlocked. 

Taken were $1,000 worth 
of men’s watches, a Sony lap- 
top, pearl jewelry, a gold 
moonstone ring , and other as- 
sorted jewelry, according to 
the victims. 
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Come and try us for 3 days — FREE! 
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By Jess Wisloski Weiss. “V 

The Brooklyn Papers ings.” 

Although Gage &Tollner had 
1 harked l i cr.u ,, 

luxurious decor and a dignified 
prosperity, even dedicated pa- | e /aboui 
trons of the former Fulton Street thenticity 
restaurant might not appreciate a b out m 
some of the minutia, like what character.' 
was under their feet, or the Like i 
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chain aesthetically different from 
the grand-old eatery, moved into 
the space at 372 Fulton St., more 
concern was paid to the fate of the 
site’s famous gas-lit chandeliers 
than to the carpeting or signage. 

Yet it is exactly those details 
that became a bone of contention 
for the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission (LPC), which issued 
a stop-work order to TGI Friday’s 
in April when it discovered that 
the lessee, the Riese Organiza- 
tion, which owns the Friday’s 
franchise, had begun to make cer- 
tain changes to the city landmark 
without first obtaining the proper 
permit. 

Now, as a Sept. 30 deadline to 
undo their damage approaches, 
they must either comply in full or 
face potential fines. 

The interior of the restaurant’s 
first floor is protected by landmark 

John Weiss, LPC deputy coun- 
sel, said he knew the owner of the 
building, Joe Jemal of ISJ Realty, 
was aware of the need for a per- 


the commission learned that he 
purchased the building from for- 
mer owner and Gage & Tollner 
operator, Joe Chirico. Jemal said, 
during a telephone conversation 
with the LPC, that he had passed 
the word on to the Riese Organiza- 
tion, said Weiss. 

By the time an enforcement 
agent was sent to check work, a 
dividing wall had already been re- 
moved, terracotta tiles had been 
placed atop the flooring (after 
Gage & Tollner’s carpeting was 
ripped out), and original signs had 
been replaced. The business, 
which opened on Aug. 26, was is- 
sued two stop-work orders, and 

“We don’t want to penalize 
owners unless we have to,” said 


kind of initial violation occurs, no 
fine was meted out, and TGI Fri- 
day’s applied for a permit after the 
fact in an attempt to have the 
changes they’d already made le- 
galized. The commission disap- 
proved the floor tiling. 

“[We] said it was not appropri- 
ate for a building of this design 
and history,” said Weiss. 

TGI Friday’s agreed to refinish 
the floors with hardwood and cov- 
er them in wall-to-wall carpeting. 
While the commission ordered 
that a Friday’s service partition 
must come down, the restaurant 
agreed to replace the half-wall 
they had removed originally. They 
also agreed to change their intend- 
ed sign to one that would better 
lend itself to the 1875 building. 

Weiss said an inspector would 
determine after Sept. 30 whether 
the company had lived up to the 
agreement. The commission has 
some flexibility, though, before it 
takes any further action. 

“If they were a day away from 
completing,” he said, there would 
be room for discussion. If it looked 
as if it hadn’t been touched, they 
would issue a notice of violation. 

“It’s all been done,” assured 
Jamie Galler, a spokesman for the 
restaurant. “It’s been six or eight 
weeks since the stop-work order 
was lifted, and everything that 
landmarks asked of us was ad- 
dressed and done. 

“We have a couple of things 
left to do, like when you move 
into a new house,” said Galler, 
who assured that none of them re- 
quired further construction. 

“We’ve been open just under 
two weeks, and I think the initial 
reception is very encouraging,” he 
added. 

Weiss agreed the whole prob- 
lem was handled efficiently. 

“The commission moved very 
aggressively and very quickly to 
stop the work being done on this 
very prominent Brooklyn land- 
mark,” Weiss said. 



•Vaccinations 'Microchip Implants 
•Skin Disorders 'Hill's Prescription Diets 
•Dental Care ‘Surgery 
•House Calls ‘Allergy Disorders 

239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont St.) 

( 718 ) 623-3999 


George S. Popielarski 

Attorney at Law 


• 45 Years Experience 

• Accidents 

• Workers Compensation 

• Criminal Defense 

• Admitted to all courts, 
including U.S. Supreme 


31 Smith Street 

(bet. Livingston and Fulton) 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 

(718) 330-0404 


Hold the 
phone! * 

lots of great , ■ 
vintage stuff p 

• Silhouettes . 

• Antiques 

7~' L 

- 

K Se 

• Collectibles 

• Etcetera 


2 Silhouettes on the shade 

(718)858-9229 


Bank on the Corner- 
Meet the Bank at the Center. 
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Mr. Wonton told to lay off ZuZu's 


Eatery told 
not to sell 
any petals 

By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A raucous crowd of cus- 
tomers and neighbors gath- 
ered outside the fire-damaged 
81 A Seventh Ave. in Park 
Slope on a recent Monday af- 
ternoon and formed a larger 
crowd than most stores saw 
throughout the entire day. 

The commotion started on 
Sept. 13 with a poster board 
sign that had been put up on 
the shuttered facade of the for- 
mer ZuZu’s Petals, a 30-year- 
old flower shop and neighbor- 
hood staple that was destroyed 
by a fire Aug. 26. 

The sign, in scrawled hand- 
writing, explained that rumors 
of a local merchant’s inten- 
tions to open a produce and 
flower shop just three doors 
down from the burned store- 
fronts had been confirmed. 

“Louie” Leu, the owner of 



ZuZu's Petals, a flower shop for 30 years, was shuttered after a fire on Aug. 26. 


Mr. Wonton, a Chinese restau- 
rant at 71 Seventh Ave. down 
the block, was the merchant 
singled out by the sign, and at 
the bottom was Leu’s address 
and phone number, and a re- 
quest to voice opposition to his 
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Yes, it’s all kosher! 


„the NEW PARK SLOPE 
FARMERS’ MARKET 
ON 5 th 
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FARM 
COMES 

x r TO 

Your 


produce & }} BY rne park on 

Hand-made fifth ave. & 4 th st. 

Foods 

( 5 * NY state Grown Fruits & Vegetables 
_ Pasture- raised Poultry & Meats df 
w Baked Goods @ Old -fashioned Pickles 

Community 

Markets ( 914 ) 923-4837 
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SERVING ALL FAITHS 

COMPLETE ONE DAY 
FUNERAL SERVICES 


Services 

Provided 



• Preparation of Remain 

• Dressing, Casketing, 

Cosmetology 

• Arrangement 
& Supervision 

• Securing All 
Necessary Permits 

• chapel - One Day 728 4th Avenue 

($300.00 per day) (cor. 23rd St.) 

• Hearse to Cemetery (Local) Brooklyn, NY 11232 

• Casket - Gray Cloth/White (718) 768-4192 

Interior (upgrades avail.) ^ 


JUREK- 
Park Slope 

FUNERAL HOME, INC. 


alleged plans. 

Jackie Connor, a neighbor- 
hood activist, admitted to being 
the sign’s author, and had hoped 
to show Leu that bringing in 
businesses a few doors away to 
take the place of the burned-out 
flower shop and the damaged 
produce-stand. Seventh Avenue 
Farm, was a bad idea. 

“I said, ‘You’re not a nice 
person and to do this to a fel- 
low merchant stinks.’ He told 
me, ‘This is America and I am 
a business person’,” said Con- 
nor. “I told him there would be 
a picket line out to Flatbush Av- 


enue and back.” 

As passersby stopped to 
look at the sign and talk with 
the assortment of neighbors 
outside, many took the oppor- 
tunity to go into Mr. Wonton 
and speak their piece. Some 
were infuriated. 

“They said they were going 
to bum his shop. They said if 
he opened the flower shop they 
were going to bum it down,” 
said Bianca Lee, a hostess at 
Mr. Wonton, translating for 
Leu. 


Hynes son 
avoids DWI 
charges 


Associated Press 

The son of Brooklyn 
District Attorney Charles 
Hynes will not face drunken 
driving charges in connec- 
tion with the crash of his car 
in Westchester, a special 
prosecutor has decided. 

Kevin Hynes had been 
forced to resign his position as 
a Westchester County prose- 
cutor when District Attorney 
Jeanine Pirro said it was clear 
the “use of alcohol” had 
played a part in the July 24 
crash of a county-owned Mer- 
cury on Route 22 in Armonk. 

Hynes allegedly left the 
scene of the accident, where 
an empty beer bottle was 
found in die car. 

But Putnam County District 
Attorney Kevin Wright, who 
took the case when Pirro re- 
cused her office from the mat- 
ter, issued a statement Friday 
saying “there was not suffi- 
cient evidence to support fil- 
ing criminal charges.” 

Wright said the state police 
forensic lab could detect no 
identifiable fingerprints on the 
beer bottle. And although wit- 
nesses said Hynes had been 
drinking earlier that night, 
none had seen him drinking 
close enough to the time of 
the crash to establish that he 
was impaired, Wright said. 

Hynes had called North 
Castle police to report the 
crash after he allegedly left the 
scene, but by the time he ac- 
knowledged being the driver, 
it was too late to test him for 
sobriety, police said. 

He was issued a summons 
for leaving the 


property-damage accident, 
which is pending and is not 
affected by Wright’s finding. 
The traffic infraction is pun- 
ishable by up to 15 days in jail 
and/or a $250 fine. 

Pirro hired Hynes in Janu- 
ary 2002, 16 months after he 
was among scores of friends 

federal judge urging leniency 
in the tax-fraud case against 
her husband, Albert Pirro. 
Hynes rose to the No. 3 posi- 
tion in Jeanine Pirro’s office, 
with an annual salary of 
$128,752. 

A call to Hynes’ former law 
partner, James Randazzo, who 
had issued earlier statements 
for Hynes, was not immedi- 
ately returned. 

When Hynes resigned Aug. 
10, he issued a statement 
through Randazzo in which he 
said he had “agonized over 
the unfortunate circumstances 
that occurred late last month.” 
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Tues. - Sat. 1 1-7 PM 

Our store is located in a 
Landinarked building, 
so Step Back In Time. 

Greeting Cards • Jewelry 
China • Accessories 
Dolls • Toiletries 
Journals • Jewelry Boxes 
And More 

A Vintage Gift Shop 

Angela Fernan, Prop. 

274 Court Street 

(bet. Kane & DeGraw) 

(718)522-1800 


***** ALTERNATIVE SERVICES ***** 
DIRECT CREMATION: $695.00 + Crematory 
DIRECT BURIAL: $995.00 + CEMETERY 

INCLUDED ARE THE FOLLOWING: 
lonoraria/Pallbearers; Memorial Cards/Limou 

SERVING ALL FAITHS 




FREE 

at home 
Bleaching 
Kit 



• Extraction 


Friendly atmosphere 
and very gentle care. 

EXCELLENCE IN: 

• Cosmetic • Children’s Dentistry 

• Root Canals • Tooth Whitening 

• Dentures • Crowns & Bridges 

• Bonding 

• Emergencies 

• Laminates • Gum Care 

We accept Medicaid and most insurance plans. 
Modem New Facility. 

Dr. Quang Nguyen 

283 67 th Street 

(bet. Ridge Blvd. & 3rd Ave.) 

• (718) 836-9940 


groceries, I can do some fish 
market,” he said, in his own 
words, but added that he didn’t 
have the means to do that yet, 
maybe in a year or two. 

“Even if he really wants to 
open a flower shop, he can’t do 
it now,” Lee affirmed. 

Leu also said that the kind of 
flower shop he would have 
would never resemble ZuZu’s 
Petals. “That is professional 
flowers, they are gardeners. 
Why are they bugging me? I 
don’t understand,” he said. 

Lee, who has operated 
restaurants in various locations 
throughout Park Slope for 18 
years, has never expanded into 
any retail. Meanwhile, he said 
he does not speak English well 
enough to fight the threats 
mounting against him. 

Connor insisted she was 
protesting Leu on behalf of 
ZuZu’s owner, Fonda Sara. 

“I was so upset, she’s been 
going through so much. I 
thought, ‘How much can this 
woman take?”’ 

Yet Sara stood near the street 
looking displeased. 

“I don’t want to be part of 
hard feelings. I have to go 
home now,” she said, but 
stayed put anyway, and fidget- 
ed with her arms crossed. 

Connor said police had ap- 
proached her earlier in the day 
in response to the furor of the 
crowd, which gathered around 
5 pm, about 15 minutes after 
she had put the sign up. They 
asked her to take the sign 
down, and she refused. 

“I said, ‘I’m not taking the 
sign off, I’m from America too. 
I know what my rights are.’” 

At the edge of the crowd, 
Sara talked quiedy with Leu’s 
attorney, Jason Bijur. He said 
Leu had already received lots 
of calls, and someone had 
threatened to throw a brick 
through his store window. 

“People are calling him up,” 
said Bijur. “I’ve seen them on 
their cell phones.” As to 
whether Leu would turn his 

la n nto a shop, the attor- 
ney said it wasn’t being consid- 

“He’s not thinking about 
that, but said that other people 
have asked about renting his 
place,” Bijur said. 

Sara, who couldn’t take her 
eyes off the gathering and her 
burned storefront, kept shaking 
her head. “It’s time to put an 
end to this,” she said more than 
once, but didn’t move. 


Connor said she would re- 
spect Sara’s wishes if she asked 
her to remove the sign. “I’m 
doing this to save Fonda. If she 
wants me to take it off the 
budding, I’ll stand at the curb 
with it. If she wants it squashed, 
I’ll squash it,” Connor said. 

By 7:15 pm, Sara did ask 
Connor to take the sign down. 
Connor complied, and sat on a 
front stoop, somewhat peeved, 
but still holding the sign. 

The restaurant Cocotte wdl 
host a fundraiser on Oct. 5 to 
help Sara set up in a temporary 
shop on Fifth Avenue. 
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• Massage Therapy • Facial Treatments 
_ • Body Treatments • Pedicure/Manicure 
_ • Hair Removal • Spa Packages 

Bring this ad in for 10% off your 
first treatment. 




At Sunrise Senior Living, our mission 
is to improve the quality of life for all 
seniors. Sometimes that starts with 
making our communities even more 
affordable. It continues with our resident- 
centered approach to living, which focuses 
on seniors and their preferences. We 
provide residents with personalized 
service, beautifully appointed living 
spaces and a variety of daily activities 


and dining options, all designed to enable 
them to live life on their terms. 

Visit or call today, and find out what’s 
so special about life at our Sunrise 
communities in Brooklyn. Ask about our 
service offerings. 


Call today and ask about our 
special rates on select suites! 


Sunrise . 

Senior Living 


Vi 


Lulhuiin 






Sunrise at Mill Basin 
Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 


718-444-2600 

718-616-1850 


5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 
2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1235 


www.sunriseseniorUving.com 

ange without notice. Offer applies to select suites c 
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Some help for hair pullers 


Q: I’m interested in any 
helpful information concern- 
ing the disorder trichotillo- 
mania, which is a recurrent 
pulling out of one’s hair. 

A: Alone in her bedroom, a 
9-year-old girl pulled out her 
hair for several months before 
her parents noticed. Her be- 
havior wasn’t intended to get 


attention. It was her secret un- 
til bald spots became impossi- 
ble to hide. 

Now a college freshman 
with her trichotillomania in re- 
mission, the girl recalls that 
the trigger for her was stress 
under social situations such as 
cliques in school and a falling 
out with her friends. The teas- 
ing that resulted from being 


bald made matters worse. 

What helped her control her 
nervous urge to pluck out her 
hair: A therapist who under- 
stood what she was going 
through; relaxation techniques, 
anti-anxiety medication; and 
her mom’s emotional support. 

What was key: She was 
willing to do a lot of therapy 
work to conquer her impulses. 


NOW REGISTERING Fall Classes 

A weekend stage-school experience! 



AN HOUR TO ACT 


S TAGECOACH teaches 4-16 year olds 
the skills they need to act, sing and 
dance. Soon students begin to stand bet- 
ter, move more freely, express themselves more 
clearly and grown in confidence, self-reliance 
and self-esteem. 

There’s no audition, all they need is 
enthusiasm. 

For further information or to receive a 
brochure on: 

• Weekend classes for 4-16 year olds 
starting 9/25/04 
• Classes for 4-6 year olds 

please contact the Principal of your local Brooklyn 
Heights StageCoach, Richard Padro, at: 

718-852-3208 


J 



Day 
School, 
Inc. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


Jtuggs 


2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

jjjy Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


jQ2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 
• ..' Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 


“There are times when I'm 
under stress that I do pull out 
my own hair, but it was never 
again as bad as it had been 
that first time I started,” she 

Online support groups also 
helped her mother cope with a 
problem that can be embar- 
rassing to parents and suffer- 

“When we first noticed 
bald spots, she denied that she 
had pulled,” the mother re- 
calls. “She did all she could to 
hide it from us.” 

Some parents switch into 
crisis mode and get weary, 
which doesn’t do anybody 
any good, says Christina Pear- 
son, executive director of the 
Trichotillomania Learning 
Center (TLC), a national non- 
profit organization in Santa 
Cmz, Calif. What they need to 
do is educate themselves and 
support their kids. 

Trichotillomania is charac- 
terized by recurrent pulling out 
of one’s hair that results in no- 
ticeable hair loss, Pearson ex- 
plains. Hair-pulling is an im- 
pulse that’s beyond a child’s 
conscious ability to control. 

“The act of pulling doesn’t 
hurt and gives a sense of re- 
lief, kind of like scratching an 
itch,” says Pearson, who has 


Pareiit-to-Parent 



By Betsy Flagler 


battled trichotillomania. 

When toddlers pull their 
hair, the habit shows up about 
evenly among boys and girls, 
and they tend to outgrow the 
behavior on their own. But for 
reasons that remain a mystery, 
when hair-pulling kicks in 
with the onset of puberty, 
about 80 to 90 percent of suf- 
ferers are female, Pearson 
says. The problem tends to be 
chronic and calls for calm in- 
tervention. 

Undue stress aggravates 
hair-pulling. For example, un- 


| MEASURE! l^jSdZU SI FT! KN EAD! | 
| PEEL! CHOP! GRATE! QSO MIX! 
ROLL! BAKE! SERVE! I 


At Kids Cook! children learn basic cooking 
skills while preparing kid-pleasing foods from 
around the world. Our 8-week, hands-on 
program teaches kids to cook with confidence! 


Fall classes start 
Oct. 5th. 


Call Today! 

(Class space is limited) 

170 Hicks Street 

Brooklyn Heights 



reliable divorced parents trig- 
gered a girl in the custody of 
her grandparents to start 
pulling her eyelashes and eye- 
brows out at age 11. 

The habit also kicks in 
when a child is relaxed, drift- 
ing off to sleep or watching 
television, or while she’s 
studying. 

Treatment varies and de- 
pends on why the child pulls 
her hair and whether she 
wants to stop. But many par- 
ents find success, Pearson 
says, with rewards that rein- 
force the child has done a 
good job when she proclaims 
something like: “I have only 
pulled one eyelash today.” An 
immediate reward could be 
making your child’s favorite 
dinner or letting her choose a 

Knocking a child’s hands 
away from her hair, punish- 
ment or nagging won’t stop 
the disorder. Instead, identify 
when your child is likely to 
pull her hair. Offer alternatives 
— maybe gloves at bedtime 
and ‘TV toys” such as beaded 
bracelets that satisfy her need 
to keep her hands busy, Pear- 
son suggests. 

When she’s studying or at 
the computer, Band-Aids 
could cover her fingertips. Or 
encourage her to study at the 
library, where she’s less likely 
to pull in public. 

One resource is a self-help 
book for kids: “The Hair- 
Pulling ‘Habit’ and You” by 
Sherrie M. Vavrichek and 
Ruth G. Golomb and (Writers 
Cooperative of Greater Wash- 
ington, 2000). 

A newer book is “The Hair 
Pulling Problem: A Complete 
Guide to Trichotillomania” 
(Oxford University Press, 
2003) by psychologist Fred 
Penzel, PhD. 

These books and others on 
the topic are available at the Tri- 
chotillomania Learning Center 
Web site at www.trich.org. For 
more information or treatment 
referrals, contact the center at 
(831)457-1004. 

Can you help? 

“My 20-month-old grand- 
son does not talk yet, not even 
verbalizing simple words such 
as mama, daddy or bye-bye. 
He is intelligent and easy-go- 
ing, understanding readily 
what is said to him. He points 
and utters “ah” to get his mes- 
sages across. This is bewilder- 
ing.” — a grandparent 

If you have tips or a ques- 
tion, call our toll-free hotline 
any time at (800) 827-1092 or 
e-mail us at p2ptips@att.net. 


OPEN 


HOUSES 


Poly eS Prep 


P oly Prep prepares students for college and for life by fostering learning, health, 
leadership, community responsibility, and, above all, character. An outstanding 
program of academics, physical education and athletics, arts, and extracurricular 
activities is guided by a strong, committed faculty, in a diverse school community, on 
campuses with outstanding facilities. Our Middle and Upper Schools, serving boys 
and girls in Grades 5 through 12, are located on twenty-five acres in Dyker Heights. 

Close relationships with faculty help students learn to question freely, develop pow- 
ers of critical thinking, and accept differences. The academic program demands rigor, 
but also seeks to teach young men and women a deep and abiding respect for the 
power of knowledge, the method of reason, and sound moral decision-making. 

We believe that this kind of education gives young people the best mode of access 
to the full promise of American life. We are committed to providing this access to all 
Poly Prep students. 

Please join us for one of our Open Houses this fall. To reserve a space, please call 
the Admissions Hotline at (718) 836-9800, ext. 674. 


10:00-NOON 

Homecoming Open House 
Saturday, October 2 


MIDDLE SCHOOL 

FOR STUDENTS 'EftWlNG GRAD 
5-8 IN SEPTEMBER 2005 

9:00- 11 :00am 
Monday, October 1 8 
Tuesday, October 26 
Tuesday, November 9 
Monday, November 22 


UPPER SCHOOL 

FOR SWlffiNTS ENT68ING GR 
9-11 IN SEPTEMBER- 2005 

9:00- 11 :00 am 
Friday, October 8 
Tuesday, October 19 
Monday, October 25 
Thursday, November 1 1 


POLY PREP COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

9216 Seventh Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11228 (718) 836-9800 v 


wpolyprep.org 


POLY PREP LOWER SCHOOL 
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H oused in a landmark mansion overlooking 
Prospect Park, Poly Prep Lower School 
provides a supportive, nurturing, and 
stimulating education for children in Nursery 
School (age 3) through Grade 4. 

At Poly Prep Lower School, the classroom is a 
place for exploration and discovery. The faculty is I 
committed to developing the intellect while shaping 
conscience and character. Through Poly’s program, 
children learn to become independent thinkers, to 
form opinions and articulate their ideas, and to ana- 
lyze problems and apply their knowledge. At the 
same time, the curriculum is designed to help them 
learn to tolerate the opinions of others, to cherish 
diversity, and to demand fairness. 

The curriculum draws on both traditional and 
progressive teaching methods, to best provide for 
the success of each student. At every level, visual 
arts, music, dance, and physical education are part 
of every child’s daily experience. 

Please call to reserve a space for one of our tours. 


FOR PARENTS OF 
CHILDREN AGES 3 AND A 
IN SEPTEMBER 2005 

9:00-11:00 AM 
Thursday, October 7 
Thursday, October 14 
Tuesday, October 19 
Monday, October 25 

FOR PARENTS OF 
CHILDREN ENTERING 
KINDERGARTEN-GRADE A 
IN SEPTEMBER 2005 

9:00-11:00 AM 
Wednesday, October 6 
Friday, October 15 
Thursday, October 21 
Friday, October 22 
Thursday, October 28 
Friday, October 29 

Please note that Lower School 
tours ore for adults arty: 


POLY PREP LOWER SCHOOL 

50 Prospect Park West Brooklyn, NY11215 (718)768-1103 1 


w.polyprep.org 


IKEA JOBS... 

Continued from page 1 

“They’re flip-flopping based on what’s convenient at the mo- 
ment,” said Sones. “I think the people in public housing have 
been used as a pawn for Ikea to get this piece of real estate.” 

Landis accused Ikea of “making empty promises” to gamer lo- 
cal support for the store. He further questioned whether company 
officials had any credibility left. 

“What assurances do we have that Ikea will abide by any of its 
promises when they have made false assertions by previously claim- 
ing that federal law prevented them from it?” Landis wondered. 

Ikea pans to build a 346,000-square-foot store at the former 
New York Shipyard site between Dwight and Columbia streets 
along the Erie Basin. The plan, endorsed by Community Board 
6, Councilwoman Sara Gonzalez and Borough President Marty 
Markowitz, also includes more than 70,000 square feet of addi- 
tional retail and restaurant space along the waterfront. 

The proposal has been tearing at the seams of an already so- 
cially and economically divided community, splitting the neigh- 
borhood into two camps — those concerned about jobs and those 
who fear Ikea traffic will overrun the relatively quiet neighbor- 
hood and who believe that better uses could be found for the 
valuable waterfront property. 

Ikea officials have promised to accept job applications from 
residents in the 11231 ZIP code, which includes Red Hook and 
Carroll Gardens, two weeks before they accept any other appli- 
cations. According to Smith, all those applications will be con- 
sidered before any others. 

The company has also committed to advance job training in 
the community and will open a job-training center one year be- 
fore opening a store in the area, company officials have said. 

But Red Hook proponents of the plan, primarily residents of 
the Red Hook Houses East and West public housing develop- 
ments, have shied away from asking Ikea to put those guarantees 
in writing. 

“All we have to do is let them know what we want, and we’ll 
get it,” said Dorothy Shields, president of the Red Hook Houses 
East Tenants Association. 

Roughly 75 percent of the neighborhood lives in the public 
housing projects, which are home to more than 6,500 residents. 

“I have faith and confidence in the people at Ikea. I don’t need 
it in writing,” said Shields. 

Even Councilwoman Gonzalez, who endorsed the project 
along with three pages of conditions, isn’t pushing for a written 
contract. 

“I don’t think she is,” said Lois Marbach, a spokeswoman for 
Gonzalez, when asked if the councilwoman was concerned about 
the lack of a written agreement. 

Community benefits agreements — legally binding documents 
between a developer and a community organization — are used 
to insure that communities gain from large commercial develop- 
ments thrust in their backyards. The idea was pioneered in Los 
Angeles where residents and unions joined forces to demand 
benefits from the $1 billion Staples Center sports and entertain- 

That agreement established that at least half of the complex’s 
employees would come from the surrounding neighborhood. 

Bettina Damiani, project director for Good Jobs New York, a 
government and corporate accountability organization, says she 
is keeping an eye on what happens with Ikea. 

“Considering the type of economic development happening 
throughout Brooklyn, public officials are going to need to estab- 
lish how these projects are benefiting Brooklynites — they need 
to be able to measure the benefits and make corporations ac- 
countable and community benefits agreements are one way to do 
that,” said Damiani. 

Proponents of the plan have discussed the idea of asking Ikea 
to sign an agreement but have ultimately backed off, said one of 
those proponents, Ray Hall, a founder of the Red Hook Rise 
youth organization. 

“A lot of companies came in and we didn’t make them sign 
any agreements,” said Hall. “I don’t think it’s fair. Ikea is going 
to do their part, I have no doubt in my mind.” 

In its efforts to win the hearts and minds of Red Hook resi- 
dents, Ikea has, over the past year, pumped money into Red 
Hook Rise, financed part of a senior center renovation in the Red 
Hook Houses and, just recently, the furniture company sponsored 
a trip to Coney Island for 100 kids. 

“They’re bringing opportunity and you got to seize opportuni- 
ty when it comes towards you,” said Hall. 

Opponents of the plan maintain that without a community 
benefits agreement, the promise of job applications can be mis- 
represented as job guarantees in order to foist upon Red Hook a 
business that many other neighborhoods around the country have 
fought to keep out. 

Said Sones, “If the promise of jobs is not there for the local 
community then were getting all of the negatives and none of the 
positives.” 


LOBBY... 

Continued from page 1 

Brilliant said she applied to the Landmarks Preservation Com- 
mission to have the entire building declared a city landmark. Land- 
marks spokeswoman Heather McCracken said individual applica- 
tions for buildings can take from a few months to several years to 
determine. 

For now, she said, “It’s not a landmark. There’s nothing we can 
do.” 

Judy Stanton, executive director of the Brooklyn Heights Associ- 
ation, also lamented the loss of the 1927 building’s original decor. 
“The features that may be tom out, like the chandeliers and the tiles, 
are certainly visible from the outside. That’s one of the things that 
makes it very attractive,” she said. 

Stanton said “it would be a shame” to lose the detail. 

But aside from writing letters to the commission and the build- 
ing’s owner, Stanton said there was little that could be done. 

Brilliant has posted a petition inside the building’s elevator. 

“Seventy-plus people signed it,” she said. “Everybody was out- 
raged.” 

Zavin referred questions about the renovations to Peter Stahl, the 
property manager for Janoff and Olshen. 

“We have planned changes in the lobby” which are part of a com- 
plete renovation of the building’s interior, Stahl said this week. 

“We know our responsibilities as far as the historical district 
goes,” he added. “The flooring, while original, has outlasted its use- 
ful life. We are looking at options for the walls as well. Whatever we 
do will be very tasteful.” 

Stahl said the tile flooring will be tom up and replaced with ce- 
ramic and porcelain tiles, and the walls will likely have a wood cov- 
ering. “It’s partially tiled now. The last I saw [our plans called for] 
wood, with paint above.” 

The intricate plaster molding, which decorates the archways with 
cherubim and vine-like designs would remain, he said. 

“They’re all staying, but the plaster carvings will be touched up,” 
he said. He also explained that the now-dim lighting in the entryway 
would be improved by the new light fixtures. 

Asked if the renovations had anything to do with plans to sell the 
building or retire some of the units from rent stabilization, Stahl said 
they did not. 

“There’s no benefit for the landlord to do this other than to im- 
prove the look of the building,” he said, adding that he hopes the 
lobby renovation will be complete by October. 

Still, Brilliant fears unique fixtures could accidentally be de- 
stroyed. She said she heard one story from a 23-year tenant of the 
building who said a mural that was once on the cathedral ceilings of 
the entranceway had been accidentally painted over due to “a break- 
down in communication between the contractor and the owners.” 

“They’re like lawyers acting as interior designers so they’re not 
really acting in the best interests of the building,” Brilliant said. 

One tenant, who has lived in the building for 18 years, was sad 
about the interior work, but didn’t want to be identified for fear of 
losing his rent-stabilized apartment. 

“I have no complaints with them, they’ve been terrific landlords 
for me,” he said, but added, “You can’t really legislate taste.” He 
said the building appealed to him for its “charming and tacky, 
1920’s Hollywood style. It’s totally artificial but charming.” 

Longtime tenant Alex Bergier, 52, said he didn’t mind the 
changes. He said the hallways had been painted, new lamp fixtures 
were installed and doorknobs were replaced. “It just looks a little bit 
better,” he said. 

If the renovations continue, though, Stanton hopes to appeal to 
the owner’s financial interests. 

“Maybe we can tell them they’ve got a jewel there,” she said, 
“and they can get more if they keep it how it is.” 
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A MAKE ROOM SALE 

50% OFF ON OUR EXCLUSIVE 
EUROPEAN INFANT WEAR 
STOCK UP NOW FOR HOLIDAY GIVING & 
FOR THOSE NEW BABIES ON THE WAY 

SELECTED ITEMS ON SALE 
THROUGHOUT THE STORE 

IF YOU HAVEN’T SEEN OUR STUFF 
YOU’RE IN FOR A SURPRISE 
THERE’S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
AND FOR EVERY OCCASION 

PLUS 1 0% OFF EVERYTHING 
WHEN YOU PRESENT THIS AD 


MON - SAT Ham TO 7pm 718-852-7555 

WWW.IRISHJEWELRY.COM 

MUNICIPAL PARKING GARAGE AROUND THE CORNER 

ON SCHERMERHORN STREET Bp 

RELIGIOUS 

> SERVICES 

Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES: 

First Friday monthly 

followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

All other Friday evenings 8:1 5 p.m. 

17 Eastern Parkway 

638-7600 R44 


CongtiegafonBethElolTiil 1 

You are always welcome 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday Mornings 

Torah study 9:00 a.m. 

Services 10:30 a.m. 

Brooklyn's Largest 
Reform Congregation 
Eighth Avenue and Garfield Place 

PARK SLOPE 
768-3814 R44 

Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 St. Johns Place 

638-6583 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

Congregation 
B'nai Avraham 

Modern Orthodox Synagogue 
of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle 

Lighting 

Sukkot 

Fri.. October 1. before 6:19pm 

PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 

Fri. nights 6:30 pm 

Adult Ed 0 Hebrew School 
Rabbi Carie Carter 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 

768-1453 R?831 


Council's Gentile denies 
gay sex harrass claim 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A male aide to Coun- 
cilman Vincent Gentile 
filed a formal complaint 
this week charging the 
Bay Ridge legislator with 
sexual harassment. 

Sources said the complaint 
alleges that Gentile made un- 
wanted advances toward his 
chief of staff, specifically 
pressuring him to share a hotel 
room and accompany the 
councilman home. 

There is no allegation of 
physical contact between 
Gentile and his accuser, who 
sources identified as John 
Martin, 26. 

Martin could not be 
reached for comment. 

Gentile said on Wednesday 
that he had no knowledge of 
the claim except what had 
been told to him by reporters 
in the previous 24 hours. He 
denied having done anything 
inappropriate and said he did 
not know either who had fded 
the claim or the nature of the 
complaint. 

“It’s absurd,” said Gentile, 
45, who during a special elec- 
tion in 2003 fended off rumors 
that he was gay. “We know 
how we conduct ourselves in 
this office,” the councilman 
said Tuesday. 

Asked if he was gay, Gen- 
tile told The Bay Ridge Paper, 
“Absolutely not.” 

Gentile went on to say that 
questions about his sexuality 
were misguided and revealed 
a double standard. 

“The presumption is that if 
you’re a man in your 40s and 
single, you must be gay,” he 
said. ‘Tf it was a female in her 
40s, this wouldn’t even be an 
issue. It’s the press asking this 
question.” 

Council spokesman Paul 
Rose confirmed that a claim 
was received on Monday by 
an Equal Employment Oppor- 
tunity officer and will be in- 
vestigated by the council’s 
Fair Intervention Committee. 
Rose would not comment on 
the nature of the claim or the 
identity of the complaintant. 

Sources said the complaint 
stemmed from invitations to 


share hotel rooms on a per- 
sonal trip to Maine and a busi- 
ness trip to Washington, D.C. 

Martin resigned two weeks 
ago, Gentile said, to study for 
the Law School Admission 
Test. Although the resignation 
was to be effective Sept. 28, 
Martin left the office as his 
name began surfacing as the 
source of the complaint. 

As reporters questioned 
Gentile in his Bay Ridge of- 
fice on Tuesday night. Martin 
was still at work. He left 
shortly after and did not come 
to work on Wednesday, Gen- 
tile staff members said. 

Martin is the third Gentile 
aide since the start of summer 
to leave the office. Former 
spokesman Scott Gastel re- 
signed in June. He was later 
hired as a spokesman for Pub- 
lic Advocate Betsy Gotbaum. 
Gastel declined to say why he 
quit his post with Gentile and 
also declined to comment on 
the complaint against his for- 

Sam Cooper, another Gen- 
tile aide, left shortly after for 
what he has called a hiatus to 
work on the John Kerry cam- 
paign in Florida. Cooper did 
not return calls seeking com- 
ment for this article. 

Martin began working for 
Gentile a little more than a 
year ago. He was a communi- 
ty liaison, spending several 
evenings each week at civic 
association and community 
board meetings, before being 
promoted two months ago to 
Gentile’s chief of staff. 

Sources said that the trip to 
Washington, which had been 
scheduled for this week as 
part of a delegation of council 
members, was canceled on 
Wednesday, after word of the 
allegations broke. The excur- 
sion to Maine, a source said, 
was a personal trip by Martin 
to attend a friend’s wedding. 

After the Fair Intervention 
Committee gathers informa- 
tion — from Gentile, the ac- 
cuser and witnesses — the 
claim, if considered valid, will 
be heard by the Council’s 
Standards and Ethics commit- 
tee. On Wednesday, Gentile 
said he called the committee 
but was rebuffed in his at- 


tempts to find out about the 
claim. He maintained that no- 
body would even confirm its 
existence. 

Rose could not offer details 
as to when the investigation 
would begin or end. 

The news comes in the 
same week that the committee 
began closed-door hearings on 
harassment charges filed 
against Queens Councilman 
Allan Jennings, who is 
charged with harassing at least 
four women, two from his 
own staff. 

“The council has a strong 
anti-harassment policy and we 
take this very seriously,” said 

The allegations, if proven 
to be valid, could be costly to 
Gentile, a Democrat, who is 
up for re-election next No- 
vember in the hotly contested 
and decidedly conservative 
district, which includes Bay 
Ridge, Dyker Heights and 
Bensonhurst. 

Gentile, a former prosecu- 
tor and three-term state sena- 
tor, defeated Republican chal- 
lenger Pat Russo by a 
significant margin last No- 
vember. 

But earlier last year, in a 
six-way special election for 
the seat — which was vacated 
by Republican Marty Golden 
after Golden defeated Gen- 
tile’s bid for re-election to the 
state Senate in 2002 — was 
clinched by less than 30 votes 
over Rosemarie O’Keefe, a 
Republican. 

That election was marked 
by rumors, published as a 
blind item in the Page Six 
gossip column in the New 
York Post, that Gentile was 
frequenting a bar and restau- 
rant in Manhattan that fea- 
tures nightly drag shows. 

A former spokesman for 
Gentile said at the time that 
the gossip had been leaked by 
supporters of Joanne Semi- 
nara, a challenger for the 
seat, who denied the charges. 

Others charged that the 
Gentile rumor was spread by 
Tom Duane — now a coun- 
cilman, then the only openly 
gay member of the state Sen- 
ate — because he was angry 
over Gentile’s vote against the 


Lesbian and Gay Sexual Ori- 
entation Non-Discrimination 
Act (SONDA). Gentile was 
one of only three Democrats 
in the state to vote against that 
bill, which passed by a vote 
of 34-26. 

A Duane spokesman at the 
time denied the Manhattan 
legislator had anything to do 
with the Post item. 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare & boarding 

/\ A 7*8 222-4900 

' / * r ' N \\ 7am-i0pm weekdays, 9am-i0pm weekends 

\'A 


V 


7am-i0pm weekdays, 9am-i0pm weekends 

2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
web cams - watch your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]Tj Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Nancy Gallo 

Portrait Photography 



0 


Nancy Gallo, 
formerly of 
Boro Photo 
(Montague St.) 
has opened her own studio in 
Brooklyn Heights. 

Studio hours are available by 
appointment only. 

The quality studio portraits 
Nancy has shot in the past 
are now available again at 
very reasonable rates! 

Children 

Animals 

Families 

Also available for 

parties and events 

ecalcagnol @nyc.rr.com 


please call 718 596 2478 


GRANDOPENING 


Come join us on Saturday, 
October 2nd, as we 
Celebrate the Community n 


We'd like to celebrate with our new 
neighbors and friends by opening our 
doors for a Saturday of fun give-aways 
and special promotions. Bring your 
family and close ones and we'll make 
you feel welcome! 

Keep your eyes open for our street teams 
in the neighborhood. They'll be loaded 
with free gifts for you and your family. 


CARVERWEEKENDEVENT 

Atlantic Terminal Branch , 

4 Hanson Place 

in Fort Greene , Brooklyn. 


Join us on the block ... 

Saturday, October 2nd 




11:00 -3:00pm: 

The day begins at Atlantic Center Plaza with a gospel group 
performance that you don't want to miss. We'll be giving away 500 
ieis to keep the party going during our limbo lounge. We've got a 
magician and a clown who'll amaze and entertain, so don't forget 
to bring the kids. The party continues with daring stilt walkers, 
artistic face painters, music and much more. 

12:00 -2:00pm: 

Spend the afternoon with Carver and WBLS at our Atlantic Terminal 
Branch. The WBLS van will be at our branch 1 2-2pm. Come and 
meet Dr. Bob Lee as we celebrate Carver's newest branch opening. 


Don't forget to enter to v 
Here's your chance to win s 


our Grand Opening Sweepstakes, 
e exciting prizes. 


& CARVER 

FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK 

BUILDING WEALTH BLOCK BY BLOCK. 


718.230.2900 www.carverbank.com 
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Boards 2, 6 & 8 call for arena ULURP 



By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s the largest Brooklyn 
development project in 
nearly three decades, but 
Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic 
Yards basketball arena, 
office tower and housing 
project will not have to 
pass through city review. 

And that, say members of 
the three community boards 
within whose bounds the plan 
would be built, is just plain 
wrong. 

Community boards 2 
(Brooklyn Heights, Down- 
town Brooklyn, Boerum Hill, 
Fort Greene and Clinton Hill), 
6 (Park Slope, Gowanus, 
Cobble Hill, Carroll Gardens 
and Red Hook) and 8 
(Prospect Heights and Crown 
Heights) all voted at their last 
meetings to call on city and 
state officials to put the plan 
through the city’s Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure 
(ULURP). 

The boards collectively 
agreed to introduce the votes 
on Sept. 8 after officials from 
two agencies with key roles in 
the proposed sale of develop- 
ment rights in the Atlantic 
Yards area to Ratner — the 
Empire State Development 
Corporation (ESDC) and the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA) — declined 
invitations to speak at a town 
hall meeting for members of 
the three community boards. 


Encompassing the area 
from Atlantic Avenue to Dean 
Street between Vanderbilt and 
Flatbush avenues, the pro- 
posed development would in- 
clude a new home for Rat- 
ner’s recently purchased New 
Jersey Nets basketball team, 
three soaring office towers, 
4,500 housing units and 2 
million square feet of retail 
space. The $2.5 billion arena 
plan is projected to cost city 
taxpayers an estimated $500 
million. 

Since the MTA controls the 
Long Island Rail Road yards 
over which roughly a third of 
the project would be built, its 
support is crucial, as is that of 
Gov. George Pataki, whose 
ESDC would be needed to 
condemn 10 acres of private 
property in order for Ratner to 
realize his dream. 

If the ESDC sponsors the 
plan, it will then be able to 
sidestep the rigorous ULURP 
process that development 
projects of such scale would 
normally trigger in the city. 
The community boards indi- 
vidually drafted letters to 
Pataki and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, appealing for as- 
sistance in getting coopera- 
tion from the agencies they 
control and for a mandatory 
ULURP to be implemented. 

The three boards “have 
been planning for some time 
to have a public education 
hearing at which time we’d 
have the ESDC explain the 


process which we feel is For- 
est City Ratner’s definition of 
the project. We have concerns 
that there’s not going to be 
sufficient opportunity for pub- 
lic comment,” said Robert 
Perris, district manager of 


CB2. 

Perris said the letter drafted 
by CB2 called for the project 
to be “subject to the preclu- 
sion of the abuse of eminent 
domain and for competitive 
bidding for the acquisition of 


the MTA rail yard.” Though 
he said the “abuse” clause 
could be left open to interpre- 
tation, the primary concern 
was the process. 

Craig Hammerman, district 
manager of CB6, said the 


members were concerned 
about the reluctance of the 
agencies to inform the public. 
“Our greatest disappointment 
is the fact that this is not a 
small process by any means, 
and that the state agencies 
should be willing to talk to us 
all about what process is go- 
ing to take place,” said Ham- 
merman. “We can never really 
discuss things too early. If it 
was city agencies we were 
dealing with I would have ex- 
pected them to be more re- 
sponsive and accountable.” 

Deborah Wetzler, an ESDC 
spokeswoman, said her 
agency declined the invitation 
because no decision has yet 
been made about the state’s 
involvement in the project. 

“It’s way too premature,” 
she told The Brooklyn Papers. 

Two activist groups — De- 
velop-Don’t Destroy Brook- 
lyn, which formed in opposi- 
tion to Ratner’s plan, and the 
New York Public Interest Re- 
jjj search Group (NYPIRG) have 
* previously called for an At- 
1 lantic Yards ULURP, but nei- 
S ther received a response from 
' the mayor or governor. 

“The call for ULURP is 
getting louder and louder, and 
to have the three boards who 
are going to be affected by the 
project call for it is very im- 
portant,” said Daniel Gold- 
stein, a spokesman for Devel- 
op-Don’t Destroy Brooklyn. 

Both groups became vocal 
after Assembly Speaker Shel- 


don Silver, a Democrat from 
Manhattan, publicly called for 
the plans for a new Jets foot- 
ball stadium on Manhattan’s 
West Side to be put through 
ULURP, despite Bloomberg 
and Pataki’s efforts to tack the 
stadium plan onto an expan- 
sion of the Jacob Javits Cen- 
ter, which would not require a 
ULURP. 

On July 9, Prospect Heights 
Councilwoman Letitia James 
delivered letters to Bloomberg 
and Council Speaker Gifford 
Miller asking them to ensure 
that the Ratner proposal be 
subject to ULURP. Her letter 
to the mayor cited a statement 
he made last December: “We 
are not at a time when we can 
use public funds to support an 

Gene Russianoff, an attor- 
ney for NYPIRG, charged that 
Brooklyn Borough President 
Marty Markowitz, one of the 
staunchest political champions 
of the Nets arena plan, has 
treated ULURP as if it were 
merely “a device to derail the 
project.” 

Asked whether Atlantic 
Yards should go through the 
city review process, Marko- 
witz, who has powers of land 
use oversight under ULURP, 
told The Brooklyn Papers in 
June, “ULURP is not applica- 
ble.” Contacted this week for 
a response to the community 
boards’ requests, he shied 
away from supporting their 
call for ULURP. 


“We respect the community 
boards and understand their 
position. We couldn’t agree 
more that whether this is a city 
or a state process, community 
participation is a must and the 
community’s voice needs to 
be heard. My staff and I have 
been dedicated, from day one, 
to establishing a process for 
real community empower- 
ment for the Atlantic Yards 
project,” Markowitz said 
through a spokeswoman. 

Russianoff believes the ob- 
vious is being overlooked. 

“It’s not like ULURP is some 
fearsome process,” he said. 
“The vast majority of develop- 
ment proposals go through 
ULURP. They get researched, 
modified and changed.” 

Councilwoman James is al- 
ready focused on the next 

“I’m trying to hold a meet- 
ing with the chairpersons [of 
the community boards],” she 
said, to figure out before 
ESDC signs on to the project 
in a memorandum of under- 
standing, what might be com- 
ing and how to help their 
communities cope. 

She believes Ratner has an 
uphill battle ahead of him, 
though. 

“It’s going to take him a lot 
to do eminent domain for 
those who are in the footprint 
of the plans,” said James. 
“There are many people who 
will refuse to be bought out.” 


Marty gives thumbs down to Witnesses plan 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Calling it out of scale with the 
DUMBO and Vinegar Hill neighbor- 
hoods it would straddle. Borough 
President Marty Markowitz this 
week disapproved a plan by the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society 
to build a major residential complex 


on a long- vacant lot at 85 Jay St. 

The plan, which was approved in July 
by a narrow 18-15 vote of Community 
Board 2, consists of four towers — on an 
immense, vacant plot of land bounded by 
Jay, Front, York and Bridge streets — 
containing 1,000 one-bedroom apart- 
ments for the Jehovah’s Witnesses reli- 
gious order. 

With a maximum height of 220 feet 


that would descend in steps from 20 to 14 
stories, the towers would be home to 
1,800 volunteers and members in a facili- 
ty that would provide for all their meet- 
ing, eating and parking needs with a 
2,500-seat hall, a 1,600-seat cafeteria and 
1,100-space parking garage. 

None of the facilities would be accessi- 
ble to the public, except for four gated 
courtyards that would be open during the 


Markowitz released his decision five 
working days before the Watchtower So- 
ciety’s proposal was brought before a 
City Planning Commission public hearing 
as the next step in the city’s land use re- 
view process. 

The borough president maintained that, 
to gain his approval, Watchtower would 
have to provide significant evidence that 


it will address the concerns of the com- 
munity. He suggested scaling down the 
development by 60 percent, restricting the 
height of the proposed buildings to 120 
feet at the tallest and 70 feet for the rest, 
and if they are not providing public ac- 
cess to the parking garage, to cut its size 
in half. 

Markowitz also expressed concern 
about the lack of retail space on the 


ground floors, which the Watchtower So- 
ciety had said would conflict with its reli- 
gious mission. 

“These changes would promote respon- 
sible development of DUMBO and Vine- 
gar Hill while making substantial efforts 
to preserve the character of this unique 
community,” he said in his decision. 

The lot upon which the development is 
See WATCHTOWER on page 1 5 



Maimonides is proud to be named one of the nation’s “most wired" and “most 
wireless” health care systems — the only medical center in the Tri-State area 
to receive both awards. This recognition was given by Hospitals & Health 
Networks, the official journal of the American Hospital Association. This honor 
was preceded by receipt of the International Computer World Smithsonian 
Award for the visionary use of information technology in the field of Medicine. 

Confidential Electronic Medical Records. Online record and digital image retrieval. 
Online medical history. Online nursing notes. These are the ways Maimonides 
Medical Center provides safer, faster, more accurate care for our patients. 

From replacing radiological films with digital images to computerizing our 
pharmacy orders — Maimonides takes the lead in technology. 

If you are looking for the most technologically sophisticated and patient-oriented 
medical care in New York City, you’ll find it here at Maimonides. 

Maimonides — World-Class in Brooklyn. You can reach us at 718 283-6000 
or on the Web at www.maimonidesmed.org. 



'Magic' stirs up a latte 
interest in Atlantic mall 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Some of the hundreds of people who lined up for the 
grand opening of a Starbucks in the new Atlantic 
Terminal mall last Saturday really wanted coffee. 

But most of the men and women, boys and girls were more in- 
terested in Magic. 

Earvin “Magic” Johnson to be precise. 

The coffeehouse is part of a joint effort between the NBA hall of 
famer’s Johnson Development Corporation and Starbucks called 
Urban Coffee Opportunities. In an initiative to bring high-end re- 
tailers to under-served minority communities, the group establishes 
the coffee chain in neighborhoods like Harlem, the Bronx and 
South Central Los Angeles. Part of their mission is also to become 
a community installation, offering donations and volunteer drives to 
work locally with the collaboration of non-profits. 

The feel-good event started at 10 am with a heart-rending book 
reading by Johnson for a group of children from a Project Chance 
Head Start program. Johnson and Starbucks donated a colorful li- 
brary and books to the organization, of which pictures stood on 
easels behind him. It looked like a television set, with an oversized 
couch in the middle of the room, a giant yellow castle in the back, a 
multicolored smiley face-print mg and, of course, shelves of shiny- 
jacketed new books. 

“ ‘You want to pay attention. I want you to really pay attention. 
You need to read, you need to go to school and you need to get 
good grades.’” he told them,” relayed Kristin Stanislaw, the New 
York metro marketing organizer who has been flying back and forth 
from Starbucks’ Seattle headquarters. 

“I almost cried,” she said. 

By 10:45, a line to get in and meet Johnson trailed outside one of 
the doors, and against the building along Flatbush Avenue. Star- 
bucks “baristas,” as the company’s store employees are known, oc- 
casionally gawked, when they had a moment between serving cus- 
tomers and manning the door. 

“Go straight back and get your coffee,” said one at the other door 
to no avail; most of the mid-morning customers came in after hear- 
ing — through buzz in the mall — that Johnson was signing auto- 
graphs. Some leaned in with disposable cameras, or just snuck a 
peek before they were yanked out again. Only a few complied and 
bought coffee. 

At Johnson’s enormous elbow were nine Sharpies and a stack of 
complimentary cups he was signing. He was framed by the olive 
and burgundy color scheme of the walls, and flanked by the posters 
of the new library. He sat below a framed photograph of himself, 
grinning, holding a cup of Starbucks coffee. But he was grinning 
most of the time anyway, and visitors couldn’t get enough of it. 

Johnson, 44, listened intently as children too young to have ever 
seen him play — his Los Angeles Lakers won five NBA champi- 
onships before he was forced into early retirement after being diag- 
nosed with HTV in the early 1990s — shared convoluted stories. He 
nodded at each one. With the shy children he asked them their 
name, and gave a little pep talk 

Azelda Spence, 36, a Queens resident who was doing some 
back-to-school shopping with her 6-year-old daughter Destiny, 
walked away with an autograph on a tom-out piece of notebook pa- 
per. Destiny held up the autograph proudly: “To Destiny. Be Sweet. 
MJ #32.” 

Hastily purchased Spalding and Wilson basketballs emerged 
from shopping bags, as mall patrons ran across the street to Mod- 
ell’s and took advantage of the bizarre celebrity spotting. 

When approached by little Chloe-Kate Abel, 7, of Cobble Hill, 
Johnson pulled a $ 100 bill out of his pocket and placed it in her cup. 

“We told him that our babysitter was from Grenada and that her 
family lost their house in hurricane,” said her father, Steven Abel, 
44. Chloe-Kate has known her sitter, Ann Marie Williams, since she 



Former NBA star Earvin "Magic" Johnson at the Starbucks 
he opened last Saturday at the Atlantic Terminal Mall. 


was bom, he said. 

“He said, ‘Give this to your babysitter and tell her I hope it 
helps,”’ said Abel, with Chloe-Kate chiming in and holding up the 
signed cup with the bill in it 

“This shows what a great human being he is,” the father said 
about Johnson. 

When the crowd subsided, and the Starbucks had closed their 
doors, Johnson gave The Brooklyn Papers a moment to discuss his 
in-store appearance. 

“What we do at the UCO stores is we try to be part of that com- 
munity and we try to give back to that community. We’re very hap- 
py that people are happy that we’re here, but also, too, we’re happy 
to be here,” he said. 

Asked if he thinks his involvement in the business will stimulate 
diversity initiatives for hiring in large projects, such as Bmce Rat- 
ner’s Atlantic Terminal and the proposed Atlantic Yards, he nodded. 

“I hope so, you know, that’s what we’re all about, and I hope 
that’s what businesses that come here should be about,” Johnson 
said. Because the community is so diverse. So you have to hire like 
that. And I think any company that doesn’t hire like that is doing the 
community a disservice. Because a community can only grow if you 
have all the people and all the colors of all people working there.” 

“I’ve been here a number of times already,” Johnson said when 
asked for his impressions of Brooklyn. “I know the people are nice, 
but I also know the people are hardworking. It’s a great community 
and it’s a community that I’m happy to be a part of. 

Shortly after the interview, Johnson was led outside towards a 
waiting limousine by his assistant. He was promptly mobbed. A 
crowd spread out across the sidewalk; people held their cell phone 
cameras in the air and aimed at Johnson’s head, which rose well 
above the sea of baseball caps and braids. They shoved scraps of 
paper, including Target receipts, at him to sign. Eventually, his as- 
sistants had to find a way through the mall and out the other side. 

Despite making his name in LA, it would seem Brooklyn is also 
a Magic town. 







...and the 
Clonie' 
goes to... 

T HE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY has four presti- 
gious awards: the Oscar, the Tony, the Emmy and the 
Clonie. The first three of the aforementioned awards are 
internationally known, but the Clonie, still known more in Ben- 
sonhurst than in Brussels, has a developing cachet of its own. 

And if you think the goings-on at Keyspan Park don’t qualify 
as entertainment, loosen up a tittle. Many Brooklyn fans feel 
that the action at Keyspan makes it the best show in town. 

The Clonie Awards were originated by former Brooklyn 
Papers columnist Gersh Kuntzman, who determined the 
award winners for the first three Cyclones seasons. 

This year, in Kuntzman’s absence, there was a hue and cry 
for the awards to be re-named the Gersh Awards, but when it 
was determined that the hue and cry for the re-naming of the 
awards came solely from Kuntzman himself, an editorial jun- 
ta of The Brooklyn Papers decided that the awards would re- 
main Clonies. 

And so, without undue ado, the envelopes please. 

Alhaji Turay Personality Award: This award is named after 
the Cyclones outfielder from the 2002 season. After a 2001 
season in which the Brooklyn fans fell in love with their team 
and their fan-friendly, gentlemanly behavior, Turay was a 
breath of fresh air for fans accustomed to more uncivil re- 
sponses. Turay ’s actions were never playful jokes, but were 
calculated meanness of a bizarre nature. 

For instance, when a young fan asked Turay to sign a 
baseball, he signed it “Tom Hanks,” ruining the boy’s collec- 
tion of Cyclones’ autographs on the ball. 

Turay would deny to visiting team reporters that he was, 
in fact, himself, and he would point to another ball player and 
direct the reporters there. 

Thankfully, there are no nominees of the 2004 Cyclones 
deserving of the Alhaji Turay Personality Award because 
these Cyclones were fan friendly guys, so Turay, who fin- 
ished the 2004 season playing for the Mets farm team at Port 
St. Lucie, wins his own award in absentia. 

Should the Mets ever trade Turay, the tears in Brooklyn 
will flow tike granite. 

The Good Guy Award: The nominees are the entire 2004 
squad. The players signed thousands of autographs and chat- 
ted often with the fans. Manager Tony Tijerina was a good 
guy to fans and reporters, as were his cordial coaches Dono- 
van Mitchell and Hector Berrios, and trainer Ruben Barrera. 

But the winner of the award is Derran Watts, nicknamed 
“The Deacon” by radio announcer Warner Fusselle for his elo- 
quence and elegance. Whether on or off the field, “The Deacon” 
demonstrated quiet leadership and concern for others. Watts had 
his ups and downs in the season, as he was an early batting 
leader on the team, then hit a slump and had an injury and was 
sent to Capital City, then back to Brooklyn. Through it all. Watts 
was a tough competitor and a gentleman to all. 

Ross Peeples Pane of Glass Award: By acclaim to Evan 
MacLane. 

Ross Peeples was the left-handed pitcher from Georgia 
who could not, figuratively, break a pane of glass with his 85- 
mile-an-hour fastball, yet had great control and a record of 9- 
3 with an ERA of 1.46 during the Cyclones’ inaugural season. 

MacLane, the left-hander from California, reminds many 
observers of the smooth-throwing Peeples. While he threw 
harder than Peeples — sometimes reaching 89 to 91 miles an 
hour with his fastball — and had a record of 5-3 at Brooklyn 
with a 3. 16 ERA, he also had great control as he shuck out 70 
batters and walked only six. 

John Toner Tarzan Award: Toner was the muscular outfield- 
er from the Cyclones’ 2001 season who made Tarzan look 
downright puny. 

Nominees for the award are Tyler Davidson and Jim Burt. 

A tough choice, but Davidson wins the award because at 6- 
foot-4 he has a 5-inch height advantage over the equally mus- 
cular Burt. 

Davidson’s theme song when he came to bat at Keyspan 
was “Welcome to the Jungle,” but it was Davidson’s muscles 
and not just his theme song that brought Tarzan to mind. 
Bothered by a bad back for part of the season, he hit only six 
home runs. If he is healthy, his power output should increase 
in 2005. 

The Jumbo Shrimp Oxymoron Award: By popular ac- 
claim, this award goes to 5-foot-9 Matt Fisher. The second 
baseman notes, “Even my mother calls me shrimp.” 

It’s a commentary on how baseball players have gotten 
taller over the years that Fisher’s height is the same as the av- 
erage height of these 1950s New York City major league 
players: 5-foot-7 Sandy Amoros, 5-foot-8 Yogi Berra, 5-foot- 
9 Roy Campanella, 5-foot-10 Willie Mays and 5-foot-ll 
Mickey Mantle. Some shrimps! 

Fisher is not only a shrimp, but to mix food metaphors, he 
is also one tough cookie as he hangs in at second base as he 
turns the pivot — he even stayed in the game one time after 
being cut on the head. 

Marconi Award: Guglielmo Marconi invented the radio, but 
fan Staci Bromberger invented new ways to get radio recep- 
tion of Cyclones’ broadcasts. 

Staci lives in Coney Island, only five blocks from Keyspan 
Park, but to bring in the signal from WKRB, she uses a boom 
box radio with the antenna touching a curtain rod. She also 
sometimes resorts to touching the radio antenna to her para- 
keet’s cage to bring in a clear signal. 

Bullpen Confusion Award: Julio Freitas and Celso Rondon 
are not twins, but they could claim it. Both right-handed re- 
lievers with stocky builds, they win the award because, with 
their jackets on, identifying them could get pretty confusing. 
They walk alike and talk alike, both being rather soft-spoken. 
They even seem to throw alike. 

I once thought I was interviewing Rondon for a few min- 
utes before my interviewee informed me that he was actually 
Freitas. Oops! 

Maybe winning the Clonie will make up for the gaucherie. 
Statute of Liberty Upraised Throwing Arm Award: 

Catcher Aaron Hathaway wins — hands up. 

Hathaway, a former all-state high school quarterback from 
Vancouver, Wash., threw out 22 of 39 attempted base stealers 
in the regular season along with having eight pick-offs. He 
has the best arm of any professional catcher playing in New 
York City! 

Full Toolbox Award: Outfielder Ambiorix Concepcion. 

There are five “tools” for a position player — hitting for 
average, hitting with power, fielding, throwing and running. 
Concepcion has each of these tools. Concepcion hit .305 with 
eight home runs and 46 RBIs this season, good totals, but to 
judge his “tools” you had to see him play. He made base run- 
ning mistakes, but the pure speed was abundant. His arm is a 
cannon. The power is there, and it should improve as this 20- 
year-old matures. 

Concepcion could be on his way to Shea Stadium, a trip of 
about 15 miles and several years for those who complete the 
journey, and Concepcion can carry his tools with him as he 
goes up the ladder. 

Brooklyn Papers columnist Ed Shakespeare !v book, “When 
^ Baseball Returned to Brooklyn, ” is a\’ailable atAmazon.com. j 
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Short-rest 'Cat Hurler ices Clones 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

A superb and gutsy perform- 
ance by Tri-city Valley Cats 
right-hander Ronnie Martinez 
landed the knock-out punch to 
the Brooklyn Cyclones season, 
leading the Cats to a 6-1 victory 
in the semi-finals of the New 
York-Penn League playoffs on 
Sept. 10. 

Martinez was 11-2 during 
the regular season as he led the 
New York-Penn League in 
wins, and he had an ERA of 
only 1.96. 

He started the opening game 
of the series in Brooklyn 
against the Cyclones on Sept. 6, 
losing that game, but after a 
Valleycat victory in Troy on 
Sept. 7 and two rainouts, he 
started again on three days’ rest, 
now a rarity for pitchers, espe- 
cially pitchers in the minor 
leagues. 

Using excellent control, 
Martinez got ahead in the count 
against almost every Brooklyn 
batter, and then he worked the 


outside of the plate. 

In the first inning, Martinez re- 
tired the Cyclones leadoff hitter, 
Corey Coles, on a fly to left and 


then struck c 
Brooklyn hit- 
ters, Matt 
Fisher and 
Dante Brink- 
ley. 

After Tri- 
City failed tc 


the n 


Tri-City 

Cyclones 


Jim Burt led off the inning 
with an infield single and Aaron 
Hathaway singled to right-cen- 
ter, advancing Burt to third. 
Psomas grounded into a double 
play, scoring 


Burt. 


re against Cy- 


clones starter Joe Williams, 
Martinez blanked Brooklyn in 
the second inning, although he 
did allow a one-out single to 
Ambiorix Concepcion followed 
by a walk to Jim Burt. 

Tri-City scored three mns in 
the second. With one out, Fran- 
cisco Caraballo singled through 
the right side and then Einert- 
son homered. When Lou San- 
tangelo later hit a solo homer 
with two outs, Tri-City had a 3- 
0 lead. 

Martinez continued to shut 
down the Cyclones, and the 
game featured no further scor- 
ing until the fifth inning. 


the bottom of 
the sixth, Tri- 
City held a 3- 
1 lead when Gabe Hernandez 
came in to start the inning in re- 
lief of Williams. 

With two outs, Ben Zobrist 
struck out swinging but reached 
first base on what was ruled a 
wild pitch. Then Mario Garza 
doubled to left center, scoring 
Zobrist. 

The Valley Cats scored two 
more mns against Hernandez in 
the seventh to take a 6-1 lead. 

Martinez threw eight innings 
before he was replaced by Chad 
Reineke to start the ninth. 
Reineke walked the first two 
Brooklyn batters, Brinkley and 
Tyler Davidson, before Tri-City 
brought in ace closer Rodrigo 


3 Clones all-stars 


Escobar, who induced Concep- 
cion to ground out, advancing 
the runners. Burt then lined into 
a double play, as Davidson was 
doubled off second base. 

That ended the game and con- 
cluded the Cyclones’ fourth sea- 
son, one in which they were the 
league’s McNamara Division 
champions for the third time. 

Martinez had pitched eight 
innings and allowed one mn on 
five hits. He struck out 10 and 
walked only one. 

After the game, Brooks man- 
ager Tony Tijerina discussed 
the pitching performance of 
Martinez. 

“I’m amazed that he could 
pitch five innings against us on 
Monday and come back and 
throw eight [innings] today on 
three days rest,” noted the Cy- 
clones skipper. “Hats off to 
him. He threw all his pitches 
and kept us off balance.” 

The Cyclones had been in 
Troy for the better part of four 
days, and they had now suf- 
fered a season-ending defeat. 
What would Tijerina tell the 
players after the game? 

“I’m going to tell them I 
know everybody’s disappoint- 
ed, that it hurts to lose and 
that’s normal,” he said. 
“They’ve done everything I’ve 
asked them to do all year and 


their goal was to be better than 
the day they got here and I feel 
we’ve accomplished that [goal] 
with almost the entire roster. 

“I’m proud of the way they 
fought all year,” the skipper 

Soon it was back to the bus 
for the trip back to the hotel for 
one more night in the Troy area. 

In the morning, the team 
would be back in Brooklyn and, 


soon after, the players and 
coaching staff would be heading 
for homes near and far. 

Some of the players will un- 
doubtedly return to Brooklyn at 
some point next season. But the 
bulk of the team will be brand 

It will be about 265 days un- 
til the Cyclones’ 2005 season 

But who’s counting? 





WE BUY & SELL ANTIQUES 

(from one item to entire estates) 

217 5th Ave. (bet. Pres. & Union) 
718/638-5770 Hours: 11-7 Closed Mondays 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Three Cyclones were select- 
ed to the New York-Penn 
league All-Star team: outfield- 
ers Ambiorix Concepcion and 
Dante Brinkley and pitcher Joe 
Williams. In addition, Concep- 
cion was selected as the first 
Cyclone player to receive the 
league’s Stedler Award, given 
to the player thought most like- 
ly to go the farthest in profes- 



The 20-year-old Concepcion 
set single-season records for the 
Cyclones this season with 79 
hits and 46 RBIs. He hit .305 
with eight home mns. Addi- 
tionally, one of his outfield as- 
sists was featured on an ESPN 
newscast, where it rated num- 
ber three during a Baseball 
Tonight daily ‘Top 10.” 

Brinkley, 23-years-old, hit 
.316, third in the league, and 
scored a team-leading 47 runs. 
He had 30 RBI and stole 13 
bases. 

The left-handed Williams, 
23 years-old-old, had a 5-4 
record with an ERA of 2.28, 
fourth in the league. Williams 
allowed 62 hits in 75 innings, 
shuck out 64 and walked 26. 

Stat man cometh 

Ambiorix Concepcion and 
Dante Brinkley led the Cy- 
clones position players in the 
New York-Penn Leagues final 
statistics: 

Brinkley finished third in the 
New York-Penn League with a 
.316 batting average (TK!!), 
and Concepcion, with a .305 
average (TK-HUH! !), was sev- 
enth. 

Concepcion was tied for fifth 
in the league with 46 RBIs and 
Tyler Davidson was tied for 
seventh with 45 RBIs. 

Brinkley was seventh in the 
league with 47 mns scored. 


Concepcion stole 28 bases to 
finished tied for second in the 

In home mns, Conception’s 
eight round-trippers was good 
for a four-way tie for eighth 

In slugging percentage, Con- 
cepcion finished ninth at .475. 

In on-base percentage, 
Brinkley was at .396, good for 
fifth in the league. 

As for pitching statistics, the 
Cyclones had four starters in 
the league’s best for ERA. 

Michael Devaney was third 
with an ERA of 1.95, Joe 
Williams was fifth at 2.28, Mike 
Swindell was 10th with 2.69 and 
Evan MacLane was 13th at 3.16. 

Cyclones bullpen ace Celso 
Rondon was in a three-way tie 
for fourth in the league with 12 

Hickory smoked 

The Hickory Crawdads won 
the championship of the South 
Atlantic League this season by 
sweeping the best-of-five 
championship playoffs against 
the Capital City Bombers, a 
Mets farm team. 

The Hickory team, a Pitts- 
burgh Pirates affiliate, featured 
many performers who were pro- 
moted in the Pirates system from 
the 2003 Williamsport Crosscut- 
ters, who defeated the Cyclones 
to win last year’s New York- 
Penn league champion. 

The Bombers team featured 
many former Cyclones. 

Blake Whealy, Andy Wilson, 
Shawn Bowman, Seth Pietsch, 


Ryan Harvey and Greg 
Ramirez were just some of the 
2003 Cyclones who played for 
Cap City, as were Yunir Garcia, 
Stacy Bennett, Ivan Maldonado 
and Carlos Muniz, who played 
for the Cyclones in 2003 and 
this season. 

The Hickory squad included 
Bensonhurst native — and Cy- 
clone killer — Anthony 
Bocchino. 

Scrappers win 

The Mahoning Valley Scrap- 
pers won the New York-Penn 
League championship by 
sweeping the Tri-City Valley 
Cats in the best-of-three series. 

Mahoning Valley defeated 
Tri-City 6-5 at the Scrappers’ 
ballpark in Niles, Ohio on Sept. 
12, and took the championship 
with a road win over Tri-City 
by a score of 4-2. 

Alumni report 

The Cyclones have finished 
their fourth season, and the 
Mets’ farm system is full of 
former Clones. Some of the 
alumni even appeared in the 
major leagues, with the Mets 
and other teams. 

Lenny Dinardo was effective 
earlier this year in the Boston 
Red Sox bullpen, and Tampa 
Bay’s Scott Kazmir beat the 
Red Sox recently. 

Franklin Nunez was a Cy- 
clones pitcher last season and 
now he is in the Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays’ bullpen, which 
means that the Devil Rays have 
two more Cyclones alumni on 
their pitching staff than do the 
Mets. 

The Mets now have two for- 
mer Cyclones on their roster, 
infielder Danny Garcia and 
catcher Joe Hietpas. Garcia is 
batting .233 and Hietpas was 
just called up to round out the 
end-of-season expanded roster, 
but as of this writing he has yet 



New York’s Largest Lighting Showroom 

Large selection of lampshades and bulbs of all kinds 
1073 39th Street (corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 

(718) 436-2207 

Hours: Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat. & Sun. 10-5 


FREE Senior Seminar 

Presented By 

Law Office of Linda Faith Marshak 
& Client Advisory Solutions 


You are cordially invited to a FREE senior seminar to assist you in achieving your financial goals and addressing your legal concerns. The speaker will be Linda Faith 
Marshak, an Elder Law Attorney with experience in all aspects of Estate Conservation and Medicaid Eligibility. Ms. Marshak is a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Health & Business Alliance and lectures for the NY State Bar Association. She is also co-author of “The First Guardianship Manual For The Lay Person” and has 
appeared on Manhattan cable Television. 

PRESERVE YOUR ASSETS FOR YOUR LOVED ONES 


• Do you have a Will, power of Attorney, and Health Care Proxy? 

• Would you benefit from a Trust? 

• Should you transfer your home to your children? 

• Have you taken the necessary steps to avoid Probate? 

• Are you eligible for Medicaid benefits? 

• Save Your Assets From a Nursing Home. 


• Earn The Highest Guaranteed Interest Rates. 

• Learn The Benefits Of Long Term Care Insurance. 

• Learn How And When To Transfer The Deed To Your House, Condo, Co-Op. 


Special guest speaker will be John Calabrese CLTC, AFP, Financial services representative front Client Advisory Solutions, an office ofMetLife Financial 
Services. For more information on Client Advisory Solutions, visit HTTPd/www. ClientAdvisorySolutions.com 


Grand Prospect Hall 

ONLY TWO DAYS AVAILABLE!!! 

Grand Prospect Hall 

263 Prospect Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

Seating Is Limited, Please Call 1-800-395-5762 

263 Prospect Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

Tuesday, October 5, 2004 

Refreshments Will Be Served 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 

1:30pm & 6:30pm Registration 

PARKING AVAILABLE 

6:30pm Registration 


*FREE, no obligation consultation will be available for attendees 


Attendees should consult trith their own legal nr tar adviso. 
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Why The Brooklyn Papers are 
Brooklyn's REAL Newspapers! 
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Advertisers are invited 
to submit articles for this 
high-readership section 
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PARENT 


EVERY 

WEEK! 

Brooklyn's only weekly 
parenting page 


EVERY 

WEEK! 


6 Circulation 
that COUNTS! 

We're the most experienced free-distribution 
newspaper company in New York City. 

We carefully monitor and control our circulation 
to insure maximum impact and minimal waste. 


The Essential Guide to 
the Borough of Kings- 
Brooklyn's arts and 
entertainment weekly, 
featuring Brooklyn's 
only complete 
Nightlife Guide 


3 Brooklyn’s ONIY 

FULL-COLOR 


Classifieds! 





Editorial that’s 
TRUSTED! 


The Brooklyn Papers' full-time professional 
editorial staff covers the news of our neighbor- 
hoods like no one else. Well-read and trusted 
articles lend credibility to our advertisers. 




Sports Page 
throughout 
the Baseball 
Season 


Seasonal Specials including: 

• Brooklyn Bites • Summer Camps 

• Brooklyn Home • Graduation 

• Style & Fashion • Best of Brooklyn 
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Health, 
V. 0 !^ Mind 
Sc Body 
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AMBULATORY SURGERY CENTER 


F. SERVE WITH CARE AND COMPASSION 


Immediate Appointment 
(including Saturdays) 
Parental Consent 
Not Required 
Emergency Contraception 
Free Pregnancy Testing 
Conveniently Located at 

313 - 43rd Street and 3rd Avenue 

Call for an immediate appointment 71 8-369-1 900 


• NYS Licensed 

• Joint Commission 
Accreditation 

• Confidential Abortion 

- Surgical - Medical (RU486) 

• Safe Low Cost 


CAREER COACHING 


JOB SEARCHING? 

Professional Coaching for Successful Career Transitions 


m 


• Job Search Strategies 

• Resumes & Cover Letters 

• Interview Preparation 

• Career Planning 


Career Transition Resources <ctr> 

26 Court Street - Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 624-3192 - Hours by appointment only 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 


Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 




Bridges (Capping) 


Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) insurance 

<Sr (718)622-8020 i'E' 


1 MURRAY FRYD,DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(be!. 16 Si. S. Praspod Ave) 

788-3290 

(Abo mi Ramirez Travel Agetlcy in Out Now Modem Office! 

■ Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

* Restorative (Dentures & Brldgework) 

* Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

< Root Canal < Gum Treatment 


^ilnV r> l <sfia ?li fl j^f®j W M SPECIAL ATTEN TIC 
Pten* and- Medicaid ■ gn nr.h a r, 4 i«a 
Welcome. Or* counts for I Jo apprehensive _ 
Senior Citizen* 





Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 



Emergency 

Service 


• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings - Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 



789-5700 


Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 


Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

9177893-8581 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 


DERMATOLOGY 


DERMATOLOGY 


Cosmetic Skin Problems 

Laser Hair Removal Acne • Herpes 

Chemical Peels Warts • Genital Warts 

Botox • Collagen Moles • STD's/VD 

Spider Veins Skin Cancer 

Liposuction Blemishes 


SKIN • HAIR • NAILS 


Day & Evening Hours 

Most Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 


27 8th Avenue 

(comer Lincoln Place] 
Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


PHYSICAL THERAPY 


KIMBERLY NIELSEN, P.T MARGUERITE NIELSEN, R.N. 


Windsor Physical Therapy 

Family owned and operated 
Personalized care • Most insurance accepted 


1502 EIGHTH AVENUE (71g) 7 68-0002 

1 block from F train (15th St. stop) . , „ , 

B67, 68, 69, & 75 busses ptwmdsot@yahoo.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Psychotherapy 


FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 

specializing in the reduction of stress, 
relationship crisis & school problems for 

DR. CEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W. 

Doctor of Social Work 
718-783-8247 Parking • Ins. Reimb. 


Helen Spirer, csw-r, acsw 

8 (917) 862-1055 


social 

therapy 

group 


718-622-4142 


Psychotherapy 


Deborah Stewart 

M.Ed., CSW 


(718) 858-5155 


Fred A. Daniele, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist 

Psychotherapy & Evaluation 

Children & Family 

(917) 907-2772 


It's not just what you're EATING 
...It's what's eating YOU! 

Cheryl Pearlman, csw 

Psychotherapist 

(718) 636-3099 


Home trash inspections 
cut to two hours a day 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

In a move as discreet as 
garbage trucks are obtru- 
sive, a new local law takes 
effect this week that will 
impact upon homeowners 
throughout Brooklyn and 
the city. 

Local Law 9 will narrow 
the timeframe for Department 
of Sanitation inspections of 
the property in front of homes, 
known as residential routing, 
down to two scheduled hours 
each day — between 8 am 
and 9 am and between noon 
and 1 pm — cutting back 
from the 24-hour-a-day vigi- 
lance property owners were 
previously required to exer- 
cise. The inspections target the 
18 inches from the end of a 
property line into the side- 
walk, ensuring that they are 
clean and free of debris. 

Violations result in the is- 
suance of up to two summons- 
es of between $100 and $300 
each. 

The amended law came 
about at the prodding of Bor- 
ough Park Councilman Simcha 


Felder, and was approved by 
the City Council, which over- 
rode a veto by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg. The law goes into 
effect this Monday, Sept. 27. 

“The department’s goal is 
maintaining cleanly streets and 
areas,” said Keith Mellis, a 
spokesman for the Department 
of Sanitation, “not issuing 

He explained that the duties 
of the department’s sanitation 
enforcement agents does not 
involve special trips to make 
sure people are keeping then- 
portion of the public property 

“During their normal day, 
and they may be on the block 
anyway,” Mellis said, the 
agents will check the street, in 
addition to their routes looking 
out for any violations related 
to alternate side of the street 
parking, recycling, bulk trash 
disposal and trash in the street. 

“They will look, as part of 
their inspection of everything 
else, and if they find a viola- 
tion they will knock on the 
owner’s door, let them know 
how they are in violation, or 
do what we call a ‘nail and 


mail,”’ he said, where an agent 
leaves a citation posted to the 
property owner’s door and a 
copy is also mailed to them. 

“It’s nothing new,” Mellis 
said, in terms of the duties re- 
quired of officers, and added 
there will be no new staff dis- 
patched to handle the shorter 
timeframe agents will now 
have to write tickets for trash 
in front of buildings. 

But some say it is precisely 
the time slots chosen that nul- 
lify the point of the law. 

Wolf Sender, district man- 
ager of Community Board 12, 
which covers Borough Park, 
Kensington and Midwood, 
supported the idea of the law, 
but was disappointed in how it 
was being administered. 

“I think it’s a great law, if 
the law would be the way it 
was intended,” he said, adding 
that ideally it would be en- 
forced when people are at 

Sender said the idea for the 
legislation came about when 
people he had heard in the dis- 
trict complained they weren’t 
home to receive the summons- 
es, and would come home to 


find it posted. Had they been 
home, he explained, they 
could have remedied the prob- 

“It would make sense to 
have routing hours, like the 
commercial areas,” he said. 
Under the commercial routing 
guidelines, businesses are only 
responsible for the trash that 
accumulates while they are 

“This doesn’t do what the 
law was intended to do; it’s 
doing what’s good for Sanita- 
tion. The law was to help the 
people, the residents. And I 
don’t think Sanitation is hon- 
oring that,” Sender said, 
adding that he thought the in- 
spectors used to focus only on 
buildings with more than three 
families, knowing that super- 
intendents would be the ones 
responsible. 

Now, he said, he’s worried 
they will start ticketing private 
homeowners just to fill a quota. 

“The department’s goal is 
maintaining cleanly streets 
and areas, not issuing sum- 
monses,” countered Mellis. 

Craig Hammerman, district 
manager of Community 
Board 6, which includes Park 
Slope, Carroll Gardens, Cob- 
ble Hill and Red Hook, said 
he found it amusing that a law 
which could potentially cut 
down on the number of tickets 
being issued came from Bor- 
ough Park — which he called 
“one of the dirtiest communi- 
ties in the city.” 

“They will have 22 hours 
less a day to issues summons- 
es, which means their enforce- 
ment is less likely to be effec- 
tive,” Hammerman said. 

Asked if property owners in 
CB6 had not complained 
about the previous enforce- 
ment, Hammerman said, “It 
was never anything that 
seemed to generate public dis- 
cussion in our district. People 
hadn’t come to us, and I don’t 
think there was anything bro- 
ken that needed fixing.” 

Judy Stanton, executive di- 
rector of the Brooklyn Heights 
Association, said she was un- 
sure the new enforcement 
would have any effect on the 
relatively spic-and-span neigh- 
borhood. 

“It may or may not result in 
dirtier streets,” said Stanton, 
who believes the streets will 
be as clean as ever. “I just 
think it will result in fewer 
tickets being issued. I think 
the agents will have to con- 
centrate their ticket writing 
into just two hours a day.” 


Doctor’s orders 

Borough President Marty Markowitz speaks on the steps of Borough Hall to promote 
the second annual "Take Your Man to the Doctor Week," Oct. 4 through Oct. 10. In- 
spired by statistics that show men are less likely than women to get check-ups, the 
campaign aims to use significant others to get their male companions into the doc- 
tor's office. Borough Hall's Web site, www.brooklyn-usa.org, lists free health screening 
services and participating hospitals, health centers, clinics and doctor's offices. 
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To advertise call 
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Acupuncture II Chiropractic II Massage Therapy II Weight Loss 


Sally Rappeport, l.ac. 

Acupuncture, Herbs (Board 
Certified), Bowen Therapy 
Treament for headaches, diges- 
tive problems, allergies, pain, 

accepted. Park Slope location. 

(718) 398-5284 c5l 


Air Purification 


ASTHMA/ALLERGIES? 

Needed: People who desire relief to 
try a compact state-of-the-art home 
air purification system No cost or 
obligation. FREE Gift for partici- 
pants. HEALTHY INDOOR LIV- 
ING TECHNOLOGIES. 

(718) 429-4238 c5 , 


Body Work 


Integrative Bodywork 

with Maya Geyer, LMT 

Integrate thoughts, emotions, and 

strength, knowing and potential 
for change. Craniosacral Therapy, 
Polarity, Reiki and Embodiment 
Meditation. 

(917) 545-0937 c5 , 


Chiropractic Center 
of Park Slope 

• Certified Active Realease 
Technique providers 


Licensed Massage Therapy av; 

361 5th Ave. (718) 965-2100 


Colonic Irrigation 


Colonic Irrigation 

gation. Please call for more info. 

(718) 645-8827 

www.hosannacolonic.com 


Energy Healing 


Spiritual/Energy Healing 

h ° w ^achieve your highest^potential 

Kokichi Yamamoto - 35 yrs. exp. 

(718) 369-4536 C51 


Chiropractic 


Gentle Chiropractic 

Bringing whole body & mind 
health to the entire family through 
gentle spinal care! 

Dr. Judy Knowles 

Network Spinal Analysis 

(718) 832-1830 

Park Slope ^ 


Iridology 


What can Iridology 
do for you? 

You’ll learn three things. Genetic pre- 
dispositions, Effects of trauma (birth to 

Vedder will guide you back to health. 

NY Center for Iridology 

(212) 968-0230 


SOL MASSAGE 
THERAPY 


Nydia Santiago - Galvin L.M.T. 

Member of N.Y. Methodist Hospital 


(718) 768-4046 


Full-Spectrum 
- Touch - 

Massage & Body Therapy 

by Stuart Garber, LMT, RPP 
FullSpectrumTouch.com 

(718) 789-2315 


MASSAGE THERAPY, 

ists in recovery of injury and chron- 


Eileen Thomas 

NYS licensed. Park Slope 

(917) 971-8834 


Nutritionist 


Stop the Cycle of 
Yo-Yo Dieting! 

Eat More! Weigh Less. 

Carly Feigan, CN/ACE 17 years exp. 
Park Slope or Manhattan office. 

(646) 226-1745 


Weight Loss 


WANTED 87 PEOPLE 

WE PAY YOU! 

SLASH REWARDS* 

For the Weight you Lose in 30 Days. 

Call L ill ian (718) 621-6818 
(888) 764-8058 
www.living4health.net 


Lose as much weight 
as you want to! 

Look good, feel good. Safe and all 

bestweightlossplan.net 
Call Ivan: (718) 585-0595 


Yoga 


yoga people 

vinyasa classes 
brooklyn heights 
718.522.Y0GA (9642) 



yoga people ft. greene 

hot yoga • vinyasa classes 
718.237.2300 





yoga 

brooklyn 


heights 




(718) 797-2100 
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By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

G ive him stingray, kangaroo or bullfrog, 
even mundane cow. If it has a hide, and 
you want a fashion statement made out 
of it, Shannon of Flatlands is your man. 

In a converted garage, the designer — he 
goes by just the one 
name — has created 
an authentic leather- 
working studio where 
he can follow his pas- 
sion: creating quality, 
hand-crafted acces- 
sories, art and cloth- 
ing. He uses tech- 
niques passed down from the masters, 
whether they make horse saddles in Wyoming 
or sumptuous seats for Harley Davidsons in 
New York City. 

Because of the American West-flourishes 
Shannon incorporates into many of his ac- 
cessories, along with his use of snakeskin — 
motifs seen strutting down the runways of 
last week’s fashion shows — it appears that 
it’s time for Shannon himself to step into the 
spotlight. 

The artist, 35, is skilled at hand-tooling 
leather, any leather, for use as an assortment 
of goods: from hair barrettes secured with 
wooden sticks to belts and saddle bags. 

His by-appointment-only business allows 
him to get to know each client’s needs, and 
the client gets to see the artist at work in his 
studio. However, the client might be sur- 
prised that this artist with such an affinity 
for cowboy accoutrements has a motorcycle 
for a horse — a 1992 FXRS Low Rider 
Harley — and a gallery of tattoos on his 
hefty arms. 

But his passion for his craft quickly melts 
away any apprehension; he smiles often and 
his blue eyes twinkle as he explains the ap- 
parently limitless number of things he can 
fashion out of leather — from pillows to 
traveler’s wallets. 

“When people say, ‘Can you — ?’, I say 
yes,” said Shannon, who even embellishes 


FASHION 


Second Skinz leather desic 
open by appointment only. CaT 
7355 or visit the Web site at w 
skinz.com. 

1 

1 (718) 377- 
ww.second- 


denim with leather and studs. 

Shannon enjoys working one-on-one with 
clients, and according to Second Skinz Gen- 
eral Manager Lourdes Garcia, he welcomes 
a challenge. Shannon recently restored a 
19th-century Peruvian trunk. 

“I did that restoration project for a couple 
from Scarsdale,” he said. The two-month 
job, which he got 
through an antique 
restoration company, 
included repairing 
damaged scalloped 
skirting on the trunk, 
installing leather 
stops inside and re- 
conditioning the 
leather. “They came to my studio to meet me 
because they couldn’t believe that someone 
still does that kind of work anymore.” 
Largely self-taught, Shannon has gone on 
pilgrimages to Wyoming, which he de- 
scribes as “the cowboy capital of the 


'Second' to none: In his Flatlands studio, leather designer Shannon, of Second Skinz, presses 
a wet skin into a mold to make his Luly handbag. He also sculpts and paints decorative masks 
(on the wall behind him) and cuts belts from a wide variety of skins including cobra (top left). 


world,” to learn hand-tooling techniques 
from famous saddle-makers and silver- 
smiths. He can now recommend buffalo 
leather’s grainy hide for one type of project 
while steering clients away from light- 
weight — but easily pierced — lambskin 
for another. 

He is currently working on a pair of black 
pants made out of durable cowhide to be 
worn by a motorcycle-riding client. 

Picking up a length of Japanese stingray 


Accessorize richly: Among Shannon's cot 
steer skull and butterfly ($50 each). A red c 


1 hide stick barrettes are a hand-tooled 
w hide cuff with snap closure is $75. 


hide, Shannon says, “This used to be worn 
years ago as armor to protect against swipes 
with a sword.” Then he’s got a swath of sup- 
ple kangaroo hide, dyed red, “This is the 
toughest leather there is. They make laces 
out of it — strong as iron.” 

Other skins at Shannon’s Second Skinz 
studio? How about African bullfrog for an 
eye-catching change purse or an Argentinean 
fish key fob? 

He makes handbags, wristlets, clutches, 
briefcases, binders and even collars and 
leashes for pets. 

His accessories range from a contempo- 
rary red-leather cuff with black stitching to a 
messenger bag cinched with rigging D’s 
(normally found on saddles) to a cobra skin 
belt with the head of the snake re-fashioned 
into an outrageous buckle. 

Whether a classic, hand-dyed and hand- 
molded briefcase from vegetable tanned 
leather or the cobra-head belt, Shannon’s su- 
perior craftsmanship comes with a hefty 
price tag. 

“My client is not the off-the-rack retail 
buyer,” he said. “They are people who ap- 
preciate fine craftsmanship. I put my heart 
and soul into each piece.” 

When designing a piece of apparel — 
from vests to pants — Shannon has the 
client in for two fittings. 

“Form and function do exist together,” he 
said. “These items are meant to be used and 
not just look good.” 

Because each piece is handmade, the 
client is assured that their purchase is dis- 

See SHANNON on page 14 


Western 

couture 

Designer tans, cuts & sews 
hides in Brooklyn studio 


CINEMA 


Chisholm Trail 

“Chisholm ’72: Unbought and Unbossed,” playing 
now at BAM Rose Cinemas, examines Brooklyn na- 
tive Shirley Chisholm’s campaign to become the na- 
tion’s first black, female presidential nominee. It leaves 
the viewer wondering just how far we’ve come in in- 
cluding all Americans in 
the body politic and ener- 
getically demonstrates 
the difference one person 
can make when they par- 
ticipate in the process. 

With a funky sound- 
track and stylish editing 
of archival footage, 
Shola Lynch’s documen- 
tary ponders whether 
Chisholm was a trailblaz- 
er — her campaign 
theme song encouraged 
folks to join the “Chisholm Trail” — or if her trail has 
gone cold. More than 30 years later, there has yet to be 
a minority elected president of the United States; the 
two candidates in this election year are still two 
wealthy white men. 

So what’s to be learned from Chisholm’s coura- 
geous, pioneering early steps? A lot 

On Thursday, Brooklyn College’s Women’s Studies 
program named its new Center for the Study of 
Women after Chisholm, a Brooklyn College alum, 
class of 1946. Bom Nov. 30, 1924. Shirley Anita St. 
Hill Chisholm participated in Bedford-Stuyvesant pol- 
itics and was elected assemblywoman in 1964. In ’68, 
she campaigned to represent New York’s 12th Con- 
gressional District with the slogan, “Fighting Shirley 
Chisholm — Unbought and Unbossed.” She won. 

The first black woman elected to Congress, she 
served from 1968 to 1983. She is now retired and liv- 
ing in Florida. 

“Chisholm ’72: Unbought and Unbossed” is 
Lynch’s first film. It seems that three decades later, 
Chisholm is still inspiring women to do work that mat- 
ters and make their voices heard. 

"Chisholm '72\ Unbought and Unbossed" runs 
through Sept. 30 at the BAM Rose Cinemas (30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort Greene). Tick- 
ets are $10. For screening times, call (718) 636-4100 
or visit www.bam.org. — Lisa J. Curtis 



Bling at Metro 

A deer in the middle of Metrotech? 

Well, yes and no. If you’ve passed by the down- 
town office complex recently, you probably did a dou- 
ble take at the sight of a darting, life-sized deer — al- 
beit one encrusted in rhinestones. 

The sculpture by Greenpoint artist Marc Swanson, 
“Fits and Starts,” is just one of several that will be in- 
stalled at Metrotech Commons by Sept. 29 as part of 
the Public Art Fund’s “Semiprecious” exhibition of 
contemporary art made of 
dazzling materials. 

Luis Gispert’s 
sculpture, “Laid 
Back in the Cut,” 
is comprised of 
three chrome- 
plated bronze 
boom boxes that 
double as a bench 
— a monument to 
the nearby Fulton 
Mall. (The multi-tal- 
ented artist received atten- 
tion recently for his photographs, 
exhibited as part of the “Open House: Working in 
Brooklyn” show at the Brooklyn Museum.) 

"Semiprecious" opens Sept. 29 with a reception 
from 5 to 6 pm at the Metrotech Commons (located 
between Jay Street and Flatbush Avenue at Johnson 
Street in Downtown Brooklyn). Viewing hours for out- 
door works are dawn to dusk; Carolyn Castano's 
"Nightbird (A Memory of Things Lost and Found 
Again), " a bejeweled peacock with a closed tail cov- 
ered in gems, crystal brooches and cameos, can be 
viewed in the lobby of 1 Metrotech, Monday 
through Friday, from 8 am to 6 pm. — Lisa J. Curtis 



CINEMA 


Sand & cinema 

Beach season may have come to a close, but the 
fourth annual Coney Island Film Festival will lure you 
back to the people’s playground. 

Running Oct. 1-3, 
the celebration will offer 
1 1 1 films selected to re- 
flect Coney Island’s inde- 
pendent spirit and irrev- 
erent nature, said festival 
director Rob Leddy. 
Among the films that 
will be screened are 
David Cairns’ “The Re- 
turn of Peg Leg Pete” 
(pictured). 

The film festival begins with an opening-night gala 
on Oct. 1 at 7 pm at Sideshows by the Seashore (3006 
W. 12th St.) with two film screenings followed by a 
party at the Coney Island Museum (1208 Surf Ave.). 

Tickets for the gala are $20. Tickets for each 
screening are $6. Festival passes available. For a 
complete schedule, visit the Web site at 
www.coneyislandfilmfestival.com. — Lisa J. Curtis 
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chairs 


Gallery Players kick off 
season with character- 
swapping ‘Cloud Nine ? 


By Paulanne Simmons 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

F or all of us living in the 
enlightened 21st century, 
there’s nothing more de- 
lightful than making fun of our 
uptight, repressed Victorian 
cousins. At first, Caryl 
Churchill’s “Cloud Nine,” di- 
rected by Tom 
Herman at the 
Gallery Players, 
seems to fit nicely 
into this pattern. 

The first act 
takes place in colo- 
nial Africa where 
Clive (Mark Bat- 
tle), a colonial ad- 
ministrator, strug- 
gles with the 
natives; his wife, Betty (Tim 
Demsky), who hankers after 
the famed explorer Harry 
Bagley (Eric Hanson), a clos- 
eted pederast who has abused 
Clive’s young son, Edward 
(Holly Golden); and his own 
desire for the comely and 


high-spirited widow, Mrs. 
Saunders (Stephanie Wey- 

Complicating the situation, 
the household also incorpo- 
rates Clive’s mother-in-law, 
the outspoken Maud (Brooke 
Delaney); a surly native ser- 
vant named Joshua (Patrick 
Toon); and Edward’s gov- 


erness, Ellen (Stephanie Wey- 
man), a lesbian who falls in 
love with Clive’s wife. Driving 
home the play’s take on gen- 
der, racism and child-rearing, 
the black servant is played by 
a white man, the wife is played 
by one of the tallest, broadest 


THEATER 


The Gallery Players' production of 
"Cloud Nine" plays through Sept. 26, 
Thursday through Saturday at 8 pm, and 
Sunday at 3 pm. Tickets are $15, $12 sen- 
iors and children under 12. The Galley Play- 



Bet he's a man: Mark Battle as Clive and Tim Demsky as Betty in a scene from the Gallery 
Players' production of "Cloud Nine." 


male actors, and Edward’s sis- 
ter is played by a doll. 

Act II, however, shifts the 
scene from a British colony in 
Africa in 1880 to London in 
1979. But for the characters, it 
is only 25 years later. 

Betty is now a grandmother 
(played by Delaney, who in 
the first act was her mother). 
Edward is a young, gay man 
(played by Toon, the surly ser- 
vant of Act I). Victoria (the 
former doll, now played by 
Weyman, the former gov- 


erness and widow) is a mother 
and wife struggling with 
changing gender roles and her 

In addition, Edward has a 
lover, the promiscuous Gerry 
(played by Demsky, Clive’s 
wife in Act I), and Victoria has 
both a husband, Martin (Han- 
son, previously the explorer) 
and a lesbian lover, Lin (Gold- 
en, who was Edward in Act I). 
To top it all, Battle (Clive in 
Act I) is now Cathy, Lin’s hi- 
lariously pigtailed, 4-year-old 


daughter. 

The challenge for the audi- 
ence watching this fascinating 
and very funny play is to fig- 
ure out exactly where the au- 
thor stands. There’s nothing 
particularly new or interesting 
about taking potshots at the 
hypocrisy of the Victorians. 
But does Churchill believe the 
personal freedoms of the 20th 
century are long-awaited im- 
provements or excesses that 
are more reactions to — than a 
cure for — that hypocrisy? It’s 


MEW CHEF! 
NEW MENU! 

with all the old world service, style 
and atmosphere you expect from us. 



Enjoy Chef Bruno Milone's 
creative touch on his 
Mediterranean dishes; be sure 
to try his supple homemade 
fettuccine, and luscious pastry, 
gelato and sorbetti all made 
in-house. 



Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner • Free Valet Parking • isdE3(li 
Visit our website www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 


Adult Classes 

MARK MORRIS DANCE CENTER 

For a complete adult schedule, 
visit www.mmdg.org or call 71 8.624.8400 

BALLET 
MODERN 
YOGA 
PILATES 

WEST AFRICAN 
AFRO-CARIBBEAN 

$11 per class, 10 classes $100. Classes are held year-round. Pre-registration is not required. 

3 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, NY (Fort Greene) 





lunch 12-4 • dinner 4-10 
Sunday buffet brunch 
live music every sat 
swing dancing, latin dancing 

| Wine Spectator Award Winner 

The ultimate retro night out 1 

263 PROSPECT AVENUE • PARK SLOPE 
(718) 788-0400 - VALET PARKING 


Hosting parties of 
50 to 1000 guests 
for the past 114 years. 




www.GrandProspectHall.com 

www.OakRoomRestaurant.com 


hard to tell. 

What one can be sure of, 
however, is the excellent di- 
rection and superb acting the 
Gallery Players bring to this 
production. And the fact that 
the actors play two (in one 
case three) distinct characters 
is all the more a wonder. 

Of particular note are Bat- 
tle, who transforms himself 
effortlessly from the ridicu- 
lous, self-satisfied Clive in his 
beige colonial casuals to the 
petulant Cathy in her tight-fit- 
ting pinafore; Delaney, who 
gracefully loses 25 years to 
become both her own daugh- 
ter and twice as sympathetic 
in the process; and Weyman, 
who plays the governess, the 
widow and the young mother 
with equal verve and passion. 

Also noteworthy are the de- 
signers responsible for creat- 
ing the ever-present mood and 
atmosphere that work so well 
in this production — Mark T. 
Simpson who re-created 19th- 
century Africa with drapes 
and wicker furniture; costume 
designer Jenna Rossi-Camus, 
who is at home both north and 
south of the equator, G. Ben- 
jamin who takes the audience 
from the intensity of the trop- 
ics to the cool light of Lon- 
don, and Jeremy Wilson, who 
keeps the birds chirping to re- 
mind everyone of exactly 
where they are. 

Herman, who directed last 
season’s “Lobby Hero,” has 
once again shown he’s a great 
asset to the Gallery Players for 
many reasons, not the least of 
which is his ability to hold 
judgment in check while giv- 
ing free rein to irony. 

For all those troubled by 
uncertain times, “Cloud Nine” 
is both a wonderful reminder 
that we live here on Earth and 
a comforting assurance that no 
matter what happens, life will 
probably go on. 


Read 

QQ 

online 


Montague Street 
Arts Festiv^ r 


Saturday, October 2 ^ M 
ll-6pm 


RAIN DATE OCTOBER 9 
A CULTURAL FEAST FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY: 


★ Live Music 

★ Puppet Theater 

★ Storytelling 

★ Rock Climbing 


★ Stilt Walkers 

★ Petting Zoo 

★ Pony Rides 
...and much mon 


OTHER PARTICIPANTS 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Coalition 

St. Ann and The Holy Trinity Church 


Directions: Montague Street, between Clinton and Hem 
is in the heart of historic Brooklyn Heights and just over tl 
Brooklyn Bridge. By subway: 2,3,4,S,N,R to Court 
St/Borough Hall or FA to Jay St./ Borough Hall. 



Solo Art Show 

300 ARTISTS 

25,000 SQ.FT. INDOOR GALLERY SPACE 

Solo Performance Series 

9/25 & 9/26 Masami Morimoto, Baritone 
10/2 Carlo Grassini, Tenox Sax 
10/3 Tina Olsen sings Bob Dylan 
10/9 Nepo Soteri, African Fusion 
10/10 Jenny Hill, Saxophone 

FREE ADMISSION 

Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coalition 

499 Van Brunt St. Red Hook Brooklyn 
(718) 596-2507 BWAC.org 


every week at 

(T^Kpklyn 
^ yapers.com 


Sponsored by: 

Rockefeller Brothers Fund 

(Hie DCA Arts^CouncM Q 
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Brooklyn Heights 718 . 243.2010 
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BROOKLYN 

Bites 


Neighborhood 
Dining Guido 


This week: 

PARK SLOPE'S 
FIFTH AVENUE 

A.S. Pork Store 

274 Fifth Ave. at First Street, (718) 768-2728 
(Disc, MC, Visa) 

Open since 1948, A.S. Pork Store has built its 
impressive reputation on a philosophy of stock- 
ing and selling quality foods. The store offers 
Boar's Head meats as well as a variety of Italian 
pre-prepared foods. Don't pass up their fresh. 


Bierkraft 

191 Fifth Ave. at Union Street, (718) 230-7600 
(AmEx, MC, Visa) 

Walk into this gourmet shop and you'll be sur- 
rounded by more than 650 kinds of beer. 
Bierkraft is also very particular about the 250 
cheeses they stock, most made by small pro- 
ducers. (The shop is a member of the American 
Cheese Society.) 

The nice selection of fresh breads, chocolates 
from around the world and gourmet prepared 
foods make spectacular gift baskets. Free beer 
and cheese tastings every Tuesday at 7 pm. 
Open daily. 

Blue Ribbon 
Brooklyn 

280 Fifth Ave. at First Street, (718) 840-0404 
(AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: $12.50-$32. ★ 

Blue Ribbon Brooklyn features wines from 
around the world and offers an extensive raw 
bar. The eclectic menu includes a vast array of 
choices, from matzo ball soup, escargot bour- 
guignon and garlic shrimp and chorizo for 
appetizers, to duck confit with arugula and 
tomato salad, hanger steak with onion rings. 

Blue Ribbon Brooklyn opens at 6 pm, Monday 
through Friday, and stays open as late as 4 am 
on Fridays and Saturdays. Open seven days a 
week. Reservations accepted for 5-10 people. 

Blue Ribbon Sushi 

278 Fifth Ave. at First Street, (718) 840-0408 
(MC, Visa) Average price per person: $35. 

If it's late and you're craving a spicy tuna roll, 
head to Blue Ribbon Sushi, the latest addition 
to the culinary empire of brothers Bruce and 
Eric Bromberg. (They also own Blue Ribbon 

Manhattan, and Blue Ribbon Bakery.) There's 
an extensive selection of melt-in-your-mouth 
fish from the Atlantic and Pacific, as well as a 
huge sake list. The restaurant boasts more 
space than its Manhattan sushi cousin and 

daily. Reservations are not accepted. 


Coco 


afeal 


:repes, a 
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inspired dishes. Chef Rebecca Peters also 
offers oysters and whole grilled fish of the day. 
On Saturdays and Sundays, enjoy a brunch of 

Rough-hewn wooden tables and wall sconces 

phere, adding to Cocotte's "romantic charm," 
noted Peters. Dinner served daily at 5:30 pm. 
Outdoor dining in the sidewalk cafe is available 


★ = Full review available at 

(T^oklyn 

y a P® rs * com 

Abbreviation Key: AmEx= American 
Express, DC- Diner's Club, Disc- Discover 
Card, MC= MasterCard Visa= Visa Card 



Cocotte's tomato-coconut bouillabaisse 
is a spicy stew of shrimp, scallops, cod, 
mussels, salmon and lobster. 

The CurryShop 

383 Fifth Ave. at Sixth Street, (718) 832-7701, 
www.curryshopnyc.com (Cash only) Entrees: 
$8-$12. ★ 

British interpretations of Indian cuisine find a 
home at CurryShop, next door to its sister 
restaurant, ChipShop. Chef-owner Christopher 
Sell's rich Mulligatawny soup is worthy of 
Seinfeld "Soup 1 ' 1 




long-su 


and lentils for ground lamb. Entrees consist of 
curries by design: pick a sauce and pair it with 
your choice of five savory offerings. CurryShop 
sly to be the only Brooklyn rr ' 


Long Tan 

196 Fifth Ave. at Union Street, (718) 622- 
8444, www.long-tan.com (MC, Visa) Entrees: 
$8-$16. ★ 

Serving Thai food. Long Tan is a friendly and 
relaxed restaurant where comfy cushions in 

dotted with hanging paper lanterns. A large 

seating. For appetizers. Long Tan offers samu- 
rai-spiked crab cakes with Asian guacamole. 
Other appetizers include the pad Thai spring 
roll salad and a mini-Peking crispy duck bun. 
For entrees, the restaurant^ signature dishes 

three-flavored snapper, and duck with tamarind 

At Long Tan's red bar, sassy cocktails make 


Nana 


The ChipShop 


$12. * 

Owner Christopher Sell has a real winner with 
this Park Slope version of an English staple. The 
ChipShop is open seven days a week for lunch 

and chips, bangers and mash, shepherd's pie, 
etc. Desserts include fruit crumbles (apple and 
blackberry, and rhubarb, both served with cus- 
tard) and deep-fried candy bars. Open daily for 


Cocotte 

337 Fifth Ave. at Fourth Street, (718) 832-6848 
(Visa, MC) Entrees: $14-$24. ★ 

Indulge in traditional French-American fare 
served up by Christine and Bill Snell, who also 
n Fort Greene's beloved Lou Lou bistro. 


155 Fifth Ave. at St. John's Place, (718) 230- 
3749 (Cash only) Entrees: $8-$15. 

v^tur^^ith IS " t mo^en^ r i l ndtistrlal'' IS decor^The 
menu features Japanese-Thai fusion entrees 
like a yellowtail roll with cilantro in jalapeno 
sauce, mussels with lemongrass, red onion, 

spinning house music on Fridays and 
Saturdays. Open daily. Outdoor dining avail- 
able in the sidewalk cafe, weather permitting. 

Red Cafe 

78 Fifth Ave. at St. Mark's Place, (718) 789- 
1100 (MC, Visa) Entrees: $15-$19. ★ 

Deep, ruby-red walls set a mood at chef Mark 
Shenk's Red Cafe that is part jazz and part 
kitsch. The soundtrack features Etta James and 
Billie Holiday while portraits of famous "r 


from 


jcille B 


es and entrees like horseradish-encrusted 
salmon with French lentils and pecan-breaded 
chicken topped with Dijon mustard sauce. For 


Trattoria Mulino 

133 Fifth Ave. at Sterling Place, (718) 398-9001 
(AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: $10-$14.95. * 

Chef Louis Mulino recasts familiar Italian 

handsome Park Slope locale. Tony Soprano 
wouldn't turn down Mulino's brawny veal chop 
Valdostana, which nearly blankets the serving 


h. Chee 


r of the t 


it topped by a layer of wine-drenched 
mushrooms. For dessert, Mulino offers an array 
of homemade treats including tiramisu, 
cheesecake and cannoli. 

Reasonably priced wines by the glass may have 
erage, for $9.95. Open daily for lunch and din- 



Light motif 

City Lighting serves top-notch 
comfort food in a bar setting 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Y ou know the feeling you get when 
you walk into an apartment and 
you know you’re going to rent it? 
Or you meet someone and after a few 
minutes you’re friends? 

That’s how I felt in City Lighting, a 
bar and restaurant on Flatbush Avenue. 
I’m not a bar person, and City Lighting 
is a bar — one with pretty good food 
— but, still, a bar. It’s only nine months 
old and already has some of the flavor 
of those seedy bars on the Lower East 
Side where people start drinking at 11 
am. (Not the fashionably seedy, the re- 
ally seedy ones.) 

And, yes, the look is intentional. The 
owners, Scott Fredrick and Andrew 
Benedict, who designed the space in 
the former City Lighting store, got the 
inebriated, “let’s hang out and drink 
more than we should” ambience down 

The food, described by the restau- 
rant’s chef, Kevin Walker, as “pan- 
American” or American with 
Caribbean influence, is light years 
ahead of the swill found in the sort of 
bar-restaurant I’ve described. It may be 
the one thing that 
makes City Light- 
ing inauthentic. 

I doubt there’s a 
dish on the menu 
that someone has- 
n’t tried as a child 
and now craves. 

Walker piles 
plates church-sup- 
per-style with de- 
licious ribs, great 
potato salad and 
hefty sandwiches. Here and there you’ll 
find an upscale touch like salads 
posed of interesting mesclun greens, 
and chipotle sauce on his crab cakes ' 
stead of tartar — additions that ; 
commonplace in other eateries but r 
ticeable with such simple fare. 

Take his tomato soup with mini 
grilled cheese sandwiches appetizer. 



DINING 


Humble? Yes. But, if your boyfriend 
dumped you or you lost your job, a 
bowl of Walker’s garlicky bisque with 
its cheddar-on-white side sandwich 
will sooth you like a warm embrace. 
His overly bready crab cakes have a 
nice crab flavor, and the chipotle may- 
onnaise adds rich smokiness. 

Good American-style ribs aren’t easy 
to come by in 
Brooklyn, which 
makes Walker’s 
thick, man-sized 
ribs such a pleas- 

ribs with plenty 
of fat. He cuts the 
meat himself, and 
will slice them 
lean if that’s what 
you request, but 
if you’re ordering 
ribs, why not admit that you want fat 
and just go for it? The ribs are marinat- 
ed in a light tomato, Worcestershire and 
mustard sauce that could be a little 
spicier, but has a pleasant sting from 
vinegar. The ribs sit near a big mound 
of perfectly seasoned potato salad with 
the crunch of onions and the sweet 
crispness of apples. It’s a hearty plate of 



Light fantastic: (Clockwise from top left) The dining room of City Lighting 
Restaurant & Bar in Prospect Heights; a "dark and stormy" cocktail with Ja- 
maican jerk chicken burger with pineapple relish, mango ketchup and fresh- 
cut fries; tomato soup with mini grilled cheese sandwiches seasoned with 
fresh drops of pesto sauce and parsley; and City Lighting Chef Kevin Walker. 


ig Restaurant & Bar (307 
1 ' /veen Prospect Place 
’rospect Heights) ac- 
rterCard. Entrees: $7- 


City Lighting F 

Flatbush Ave. bet 

and Park Place in Prosj 
cepts Visa a 

$14. The restaurant serves luncn ana 
dinner Monday through Friday; brunch 
is served Saturdays and Sundays, from 
11 am to 4 pm. For information, call 
(718)230-3321. 


food that I barely made a dent in. but 
liked just as much reheated the next 

For his catfish entree, Walker hits 
the Fulton Fish Market at 2 am to 
handpick the fish. His blackened cat- 
fish are moist and lightly seared with 
the peppery, Cajun seasoning adding a 
subtle spice. The fish lies atop a pillow 
of organic spinach sauteed with lots of 
garlic and hand-cut sweet potato fries 
that are crisp and just salty enough. 

The dessert roundup is an ode to 
Brooklyn and Walker’s sweet tooth. 
Dense Junior’s cheesecake is an op- 
tion, as are a spicy carrot cake and 
chocolate mud pie. Each evening he 
offers a seasonal cobbler. The apple is 
too sweet, as is the whipped cream, but 
the simple dessert’s crumbly topping is 
lusciously buttery. 


Because there’s nothing better with 
beer than a burger, Walker has 
dreamed up a few between-the-bun 
novelties for fall. His Jamaican jerk 
chicken burger gets a gussied up top- 
ping of pineapple relish and mango 
ketchup, and for fish lovers there are 
salmon and red snapper versions. All 
are sided with Walker’s crisp, hand- 
cut, sweet potato fries. 

What’s de rigueur attire at City 
Lighting? Jeans and a T-shirt, but I 
doubt anyone would notice if you wore 
a flannel nightgown and Mickey 
Mouse ears. Friends gather around the 
tables eating and drinking, or singles 
absorbed in a good book enjoy a drink 
alone or at the bar. 

That’s the kind of scene you’ll find 
at City Lighting. That and very good 



Perfectly 

Frank 


Why do two childhood friends from 
Queens settle on Carroll Gardens to 
open their first restaurant? 

A premonition. 

“I dreamt about a spot while I was in 
Japan.” says Frank Falcinelli, formerly 
of Moomba in Manhattan. “And as I 
walked along Court Street, there it 

With partner Frank Castronovo 
(Parish & Co.), Falcinelli went to work 
transforming an old bar with a tum-of- 
the-century blacksmith’s stable in the 
back into Frankie’s 457 Spuntino, 
which opened on Sept. 13. 

After hearing the partners’ concept: 
offer delicious, small plates of Italian 
cured meats, artisanal cheese, sand- 
wiches made on Sullivan Street Bakery 
bread, a couple of ceviches each day 
and inexpensive Italian wines by the 
glass and bottle, Falcinelli’s grandma 
Ann Martucci said, “Ah, you’re mak- 


ing a ‘spuntino,’” Italian slang for a ca- 
sual place for a snack or meal. 

After finding their dream location, 
the two Franks transformed the former 
speakeasy into an inviting space with a 
tin ceiling, mahogany bar. back garden 
and a view of the old “smithy’s” shop. 

Falcinelli is glad to be apart from the 
Smith Street fray. 

“It’s a bit of a carnival over there,” 
he says. “This area of Court Street is a 
real neighborhood. We want people to 
come in and eat or enjoy a glass of 
wine whenever they can.” 

Grandma Ann would approve. 

Frankie's 457 Spuntino (457 Court 
St. between Fourth Place and Luquer 
Street) accepts cash only. The restau- 
rant serves breakfast, lunch and din- 
ner seven days a week. Entrees: 
(small plates) $5-$9; (large plates) 
$11-$15. For further information, call 
(718) 403-0033. — Tina Barry 





latin restaurant • bar • cabaret 


3 course $1^95 
prix fixe I i 

Wed: all night • Thurs-Sat: 5-7:30pm 


9604 third avenue • bay ridge 

718-439-0475 • free valet parking 
www.sambarestaurant.com 


L Room 


Restaurant 

efxiikdlo 

Garden Dining 

Available for Private Functions 

8201 Third Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
Tel: 71 8.833.6666 Fax: 71 8.680.41 72 
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I luce' 


on the hook 
women's boutique 


Seniors: 15% Discount 


iS ~ 


| From Day wear 
to €vening 
...ond everything 
in between 

PRCSCNT THIS RD 
FOR R 10% DISCOUNT 


UJed-Sun 1 2-6 pm • Thurs Si Fri Late Hours 




281 Van Brunt Street 

(between Visitation & Pioneer) 

Red Hook, Bklyn, NY 1 1 23 1 
luceonthehook@yahoo.com 7 1 8.852. 1 345 



THE PRATT 


ART FA\W 


BROOmU. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2004 


An all-day street fair showcasing 
Brooklyn's local artists and art galleries. 
The Fair will be held on Hall Street, 
between DeKalb and Willoughby 
Avenues, Brooklyn. 


For more information or to apply for 
booth space, go to: www.pratt.edu/artfair 
or call (718) 636-3657. 

Booth registration deadline is: 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2004 
No food, no re-selling 
(except licensed galleries). 


vU.nuj\Lki :^aoklyn 

5»ama ^ 


Pratt 
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‘Seconds’ count 


4 45 Seconds from Broadway 9 is a 
success 45 minutes from Broadway 


Boys,” “Lost in Yonkers”), Si- 
mon seems to now have an un- 

T derstandable yen for looking 
he Heights Players’ first back on his career, 
production of the season. The forty-five seconds of the 
“45 Seconds from Broad- play’s tide refers to the distance 
way,” directed by Susan Mon- between the Great White Way 
tez, is one of Neil Simon’s and a certain nameless coffee 
most recent plays, having been shop where numerous theatri- 
presented at the Richard cal characters hang out. The 


Rodgers Theatre in 2001. 


shop is owned by the lovable 


THEATER 


■e located at 26 Willow 


And while the comedy — and long-suffering Bemie (Jack 
written by Simon when he was Honor) and his equally lovable 
well into his 70s — 
is not among his 
best work, Montez 
manages to mine 
the last ounces of 
humor out of the 
otherwise luke- 
warm play. Which 
just goes to show, 
you can always 
light a fire with the 
right spark. 

Having 


from radio and television gag and long-suffering wife, Zelda 
writer (most memorably for (Cathy Lemmon). They serve 
Sid Caesar’s “Show of nice Jewish food like blintzes 
Shows”) to theatrical comedy and borscht, and employ 
(“Come Blow Your Horn,” down-and-out theater hopefuls 
“Barefoot in the Park”) to mu- like Soloman Mantutu (Jerel 
sicals (“Little Me” with Cy Armstrong), a penniless South 
Coleman and Carolyn Leigh African playwright, and Megan 
and “Sweet Charity” with Cy Woods (Julia Morrissey), a 


overtones (“The Sunshine Broadway star. 


But the central figure in “45 
Seconds” is comedian Mickey 
Fox. Simon provides Fox with 
explosive volleys of jokes and 
Ed Healy portrays the comic as 
if he has been waiting all his 
life for this role. 

When a haughty and myste- 
rious woman named Rayleen 
(Laurie Muir, who played the 
spiritualist Madame Arcati in 
last season’s “Blithe Spirit”) 
walks into the coffee shop 
wearing an extravagantly 
ridiculous fur coat, Fox com- 
ments. “With one coat she 
wiped out the whole Bronx 
Zoo.” 

Reflecting on his career. Fox 
says, “Although 50 percent of 
my audience is Jewish, the oth- 
er half sits next to them so they 
can tell them what it’s about.” 

One can hear the echoes of a 
whole fleet of Jewish comedi- 
ans from vaudeville to the 
Borscht Belt in Fox’s one-lin- 

Other coffee shop fre- 
quenters include Bessie 
(Alexandra Bosquet), a wise 
and saucy African-American 
traveling entertainer, and two 
friends who seem to have ar- 
rived straight from Long Island 
— Arleen (Eileen Delgado) 
and Cindy (Jan VanderPutten), 
whose commentary on the 



t 

i 

CL 

i 

£ 

Talkin' shop: In a scene from the Heights Players' production of "45 Seconds from Broadway," 
Harry Fox (left, Joe Cooper) and Mickey Fox (Ed Healy) have a chat in the theater district. 


plays they have just seen could 
raise a smile from the dead. 
One can easily imagine Simon 
chuckling ruefully as he wrote 
the dialogue for these two am- 
ateur theater critics. 

Although the play has no 
central plot, there are several 
intertwined subplots. Will Fox 
travel to London to do a show 
for producer Andrew Duncan 
(Michael Janove), and will he 
help his brother Harry (Joe 
Cooper) by giving his nephew 


a break in the business? Will 
Bemie really sell the coffee 
shop and break Zelda’s heart, 
and will they move to Florida, 
a state she can’t stand? Will 
Charles (Bill Wood). Rayleen’s 
semi-comatose husband, final- 
ly break his silence, and if he 
does, what will he say? 

Montez assembled a talented 
mix of newcomers and veter- 
ans for this production. Honor 
has performed on Broadway 
and off-Broadway in the Obie 


Award-winning “Moonchil- 
dren,” and Bosquet's credits in- 
clude the film “The Unknown 
Soldier,” screened at the Santa 
Barbara Film Festival. Mean- 
while, Heights Players veterans 
with a demonstrated ability in 
comedic roles include Cooper 
(last seen in “The Odd Cou- 
ple”), Janove (“The Sisters 
Rosensweig”) and Healy, who 
has appeared in so many Neil 
Simon comedies he may be- 
come an honorary Jew. 
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SHANNON... 

Continued from page 8 

tinctive, one-of-a-kind and as haute couture as they’ll al- 
low Shannon to get. 

Still, the hulking designer hints at a rabble-rousing 
youth as an outlaw biker and a seven-year stint as a boxer 
fighting at Gleason’s Gym in DUMBO. 

“When I was young, it was great being on the road for 
days at a time — a modem day cowboy,” said Shannon. 
“It was a way to learn who I was, know where I came 
from and where I was going.” 

Now that he has returned to Brooklyn, Shannon has 
found some time for self-reflection. Shannon quotes one 
of his influences, the American author-mythologist 
Joseph Campbell (the four-volume “Masks of God”): 
“The old skin has to be shed before the new one can 

In response to Campbell’s writings, Shannon invents 
flamboyant, haute couture masks — perhaps a symbol of 
his own metamorphoses — that can be worn or dis- 
played. 

“The different feelings that I can’t express come out in 
the masks,” explained Shannon. 

The former carpenter and Coney Island native convert- 
ed a commercial garage into his studio and showroom in 
February. 

His new space features plenty of elbowroom to work, 
display cases, an office with newly reupholstered leather 
chairs and even a small kitchen for entertaining. 

In this urban environment, it’s a rare opportunity to see 
a master craftsman’s tool bench, century-old sewing ma- 
chine, wood molds and assortment of exotic animal skins. 

Although he has been working with leather for a 
decade, he began his business by taking his accessories to 
crafts shows and street fairs. 

“It just wasn’t working,” explained Shannon. “They 
loved the stuff but weren’t prepared to buy it on the spot. 
We did get clients who made appointments and came lat- 

Because this is a trade that’s handed down from one ar- 
tisan to the next — and they are a rare breed — he is cur- 
rently volunteering time to the City Kids of New York af- 
ter-school program, where he teaches leatherworking 
classes. 

‘Tf I found a student who really wants to learn as much 
as I want to teach — I'm a firm believer in teaching any- 
one who wants to know,” said Shannon. “I really love 
what I do! It’s almost a lost art, especially in Brooklyn . . . 
It’s even very hard to find a good shoemaker!” 


BROOKLYN 

Ni ghtlife 


e) 


The Backroom 

(Inside Freddy's Bar) 485 Dean St at Sixth 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 622- 
7035, wNw.freddysbackroom.com. 

FREE; Sept. 26: Pub Quiz, 9:30 pm, FREE; Sept! 
28: Will Vinson, 9:30 pm, FREE; Oct. 1: Maya, 


Brooklyn 

Historical Society 

128 Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brookjyn Height s, (718) 222-41 1 1, 

FREE with museum admission ($6 adulte, P $4 

Cafe 111 

111 Court St. at State Street in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 858-2806, www.cafelll- 



FREE; Sept, 
bet Lounge Big Band featuring Roy Nathanson, i 

pm, FREE; Sept 28: 1 1 1 — -* -- 

Sept 29: Dee Pop, 

Uncle June, 9 pm, 


pm, FREE, Rob Wilkerson, midnight, FREE; 
Sept. 28: Tom Paul, 8 pm, FREE, Throwback, 9 
pm, FREE, Teddybut, 1C 


sion), 9 pm, FREE; Oct. 2: The Beat Circus^ pm, 
FREE, Howard Fishman, 9 pm, FREE. 

Black Betty 

366 Metropolitan Ave. at Havermeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 599-0243, 

Saturdays: DJ Lil' Shalamar, 1 1 pm, FREE; Sun- 

and DJ Greg Caz, 10 pm, FREE; Tuesdays: Hot 
Rocks, 10 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: DJ Aka- 
lepse, 10 pm, FREE; Thursdays: The Green- 

Bluestone Bar &, 
Grill 

117 Columbia St. at Kane Street in Columbia 
Street Waterfront District, (718) 403-7450. 
Sept. 29: "Bluestone's Bossanova, Bluegrass, 

Boudoir Bar 

(At East End Ensemble) 273 Smith St. at 
Sackett Street in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
624-8878, www.eastendensemble.com. 


Cha Cha’s 

1227 Riegleman Boardwalk at Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, (718) 946-1305. 
Sept. 25: Bare Bones, 4 pm, FREE; Sept. 

Chocolate 

Monkey 

329 Flatbush Ave. at Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 813-1073. 

Wednesdays: "Uranium Rock," 7 pm, FF 
- 1 • • >st Terry Billy and DJ Ras, 8 


Europa Night Club 

98 Meserole Ave. at Manhattan Avenue in 
, (718) 383-5723, www.europa- 


Sept. 30: Jason Yudoff and the New Hotness, 8 
Blues Band, 10 pm, Felix Cabrera, 1 1 pm, $TBA. 

Frank’s Lounge 

660 Fulton St. at South Elliott Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 625-9339, www.frankscock- 

and Infinite, 9pm, $5; Sundays: Live jazz, 7 pm, 
FREE; Mondays: Blue Mondays, 5 pm, FREE; 
Tuesdays: Tuesday Night Live, 9 pm, FREE with 
two-drink minimum; Wednesdays: Karaoke 
Wednesdays with Davey B, 9 pm, FREE; 
Thursdays: Lonnie Youngblood & The Blood 
Brothers, 8 pm, FREE; Fridays: Ffun Dance 
Party, 10 pm, $5; Sept. 18: BK Nightlife Show- 
case featuring Manchild Black, Moisturizer, 9 

Galapagos 

70 N. Sixth St at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782-5188, www.gala- 
pagosartspace.com. 

Sundays: Sid and Buddy Karaoke, 10 pm, 
FREE; Mondays: Monday Evening Burlesque 

/ Rock Weekly, 


www.iorestaurantandlounge.com. 

Saturdays: DJ spins salsa and house, 
ladies FREE all night, men $5 after 
Wednesdays: Karaoke, 10 pm, FREE; Fridays: 
DJ spins salsa and house, 10 pm, ladies FREE all 

JRG Fashion Cafe 

177 Flatbush Ave. at Atlantic Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 399-7079. 

Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays: Live DJ, 1 1 pm, 
$10 after midnight. 


779 Marcus Garvey Blvd. at Kosciuszko 
Street in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 453- 
7825, www.thejazz.8m.com. 

Tulivu-Donna Cumberbatch with pianist Donald 
Smith, 9 pm, $10; Oct. 1: Sharp Radway 

Kili Bar-Cafe 

81 Hoyt St. at State Street in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 855-5574. 

Saturdays: Live DJ music, 10:30 pm, FREE; 
Fridays: DJ Chappy plays rock, hip-hop and 

Laila Lounge 

1 13 N. Seventh St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, ( 718) 486-6791, www.laila- 

»: Upstairs: DEN ONE (hip-hop fo 


The LuLu Lounge 

(Under TacuTacu) 134 N. Sixth St. at Bed- 
ford Avenue in Williamsburg J71 8) 218- ^ 

Mondays: "Random Ass Stand-Up," 8 pm, $6 
(includes free drink); Thursdays, Fridays, 
Saturdays: "Karaoke Nights," 8 pm, FREE; 

pm P $6 (includes one free drink). Y 

M Shanghai 
Bistro & Den 

Williamsburg, (718) 3" ‘ ~~ 


Dynar 


Magnetic Field 

97 Atlantic Ave. at Henry Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 834-0069, www.magnetic- 
brooklyn.com. 

Thursdays: 80 Proof Thursdays ('80s night), 10 
pm, FREE; Sept. 25: Mr. Action and the Boss 


The Dansettes, and top local DJs, 1 1 am, F 
Sept. 27: Rock 'n' Roll DJ Exchange, 9 
FREE; Oct. 1 : Magnetic Lounge with DJ ’ 



Music Parlor 

53 Prospect Park West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972. 

Paul 

The Hook 

18 Commerce St. at Columbia Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 797-3007, www.thehook- 


i Darcy's Death by Doll, 1C 
0; Oct. 1 : Jennifer O'Connor, 9:3 


Liberty Heights 
Tap Room 



Dakar Restaurant 

Clinton Hill, (718) 398-8900, www.dakar- 
Tuesdays: Spoken Word, 9 pm, FREE. 


Hope and Anchor 

347 Van Brunt St. at Wolcott Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 237-0276. 

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays: Karaoke 

iO Restaurant 

Williamsburg, (718) 388-3320, 


Thursdays: Open mic, 8:30 pm, FREE; Sept. 


Life Cafe 983 

983 Flushing Ave. at Central Avenue in Bush- 
wick, (718) 386-1133, www.Hfecafenyc.com. 
Mondays: Bush Flix movie night, 8 pm, FREE; 
Tuesdays: Bingo for Beer, 8 pm, FREE; Wed- 

The Lucky Cat 

245 Grand St. at Roebling Street in Williams- 
burg, (718) 782-0437, www.theluckycat.com. 
Saturdays: "Sugarlight Saturdays" I 
punk rock, 10 pm, FREE; Mi 1 


Night of the 
Cookers 


767 Fulton St. at South Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 797-1197. 

Live jazz, noon, FREE; Thursdays: Live jazz, 8 
pm, FREE; Fridays: Live jazz, 10 pm, FREE. 


Pete’s Candy 
Store 

709 Lorimer St. at Richardson Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302-3770, www.petes- 

Sundays: Open Mic, 6-8:30 pm, FREE; Sept. 2£ 




nesdays: "Atmosphere Wednesdays" v\ 

pm, FREE; Thursdays: "Rendezvoi 
Kayo, Big Daddy Crugar, 6 pm, FR 

Southpaw 

125 Fifth Ave. at St. John's Place 



Samba 
Restaurant &. 
Nightclub 

9604 Third Ave. at 96th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 439-0475. 

Saturdays: "Havana Nights" with DJ Nino Torre 


Teddy’s Bar and 
Grill 


FREE; Sept. 26: The Poma-Swank, 8 pn 

Trash Bar 


Sideshows by the 
Seashore 

Island, (718) 372-5159, www.coneyisland.com. 
Saturdays and Sundays: Sideshows by the 


Sistas’ Place 

456 Nostrand Ave. at Jefferson Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 398-1766. 

Sept. 25: James Spaulding Sextet celebrating 


i's Punk/Metal Acoustic Jam \ 





IS THERE A IIECE 
MISSUS II TOUR LIFE! 


DISCOVER YOUR LIFE’S PURPOSE 


Come and hear Pastor Alexander Rivera’s inspirational 
five week series on The Purpose of Driven Life by Rick Warren. 
There are answers to the tough questions of life. 


Every Sunday at 
Sept. 19 th - Oct. 


9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
24 th , 2004 



Park Slope Christian Center 

“The Church That Cares.” 


269 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
718-788-CAFE, churchthatcares@speakeasy.net 


r Private -i 

SWIM 

LESSONS 



W YWCA 30 Third Avenue 

of Brooklyn (bet. Atlantic & State) 

For more information call 718-875-1190 
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Fort Greene builder allays 
fears of homeless shelter 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

When a group of Fort 
Greene residents and busi- 
ness owners saw a build- 
ing under construction on 
Clermont Avenue recently, 
it sent shivers down their 
spines — right across the 
street from the develop- 
ment, a homeless shelter 
had been foisted upon the 
community after promises 
that an apartment building 
was being built. 

So they all breathed a sigh 
of relief after a Sept. 6 meeting 
with the developer of the new 
building, 60-64 Clermont Ave. 
at Park Avenue, when he pub- 
licly promised not to use the 
space for a shelter as had hap- 
pened at 65 Clermont. He also 
agreed to consider putting a 
preschool in the ground floor. 

To the restrained relief of 
the meeting’s attendees, the 
developer, George Roth, said 
he never considered a shelter 
for the building. It would de- 
value his property, he told the 
dozen or so people gathered 
for the meeting. 

“My intention was not to do 
that originally,” he said, de- 
picting the building as a form 
of income for him and his 
family. 

“We are very glad to hear 


you say that,” said Council- 
woman Letitia James, who 
arranged the meeting at the 
new offices of the Myrtle Av- 
enue Revitalization Project, on 
Myrtle at Washington avenues. 

Though it started with accu- 
sations of corruption and sus- 
picions of the newcomer Roth, 
the meeting ended with intro- 
ductions and handshakes. It 
served to settle fears that the 
new building would become a 
bait-and-switch situation as 
happened with 65 Clermont 
Ave. and, as James said, “in 
hopes to reach an agreement 
that would offer both sides 
some security in an inclusive 
vision for the rapidly changing 
neighborhood.” 

An outdated permit posted 
on the construction site initially 
raised the suspicion of locals, 
when passersby noticed the six- 
story structure was marked on 
the permit as being only three 
stories. Then, a water hose was 
stretched across the street from 
the shelter at 65 Clermont Ave. 
to the construction site, leading 
neighbors to think the builder of 
the shelter and the developer of 
the new site were one in the 
same. And the exterior itself, at 
least what can be seen from the 
bare-bones concrete frame, ap- 
pears comparable in size and 
style to the shelter. 

The Clermont Avenue As- 
sociation formed two years 



James Davis 


ago, when, after tolerating a 
summer of noisy construction 
that nearly drowned out traffic 
on the Brooklyn-Queens Ex- 
pressway, residents saw a new 
six-story building of at 65 
Clermont Ave. (that had for- 
merly been advertised as lux- 
ury residential units) get 
scooped up at the last minute 
by an owner who contracted 
with the city's Department of 
Homeless Services to use the 
building as a transient home- 
less shelter. 

The community organiza- 
tion united with the late Coun- 
cilman James Davis to speak 
out against the profiteering 
owner’s scheme, which 
fetched upwards of $3,000 a 
unit from the city agency. Still 
embittered and vigilant of the 
building, their efforts were 



Letitia James 


treated as too little, too late at 
the time. 

Now they’re one step ahead 
of the game. With the founda- 
tion set, and cement skeleton 
for the walls in place, mem- 
bers of the group have indi- 
vidually and together been 
pestering builders and com- 
munity leaders for an answer 
to the lingering question: Will 
it be the same raw deal? 

The new building includes 
space for a community facility 
in the basement and ground 
levels as required by the R6 
zoning category it falls under, 
but will have residential one- 
and two-bedroom units above 
it. Roth committed that neither 
the commercial space nor the 
units above it will be utilized 
for homeless facilities or so- 
cial services clinics, and when 


James suggested the commer- 
cial space be used for a child- 
care center or educational fa- 
cility, he replied that any 
reasonable offer would be tak- 
en into consideration. 

‘Tf you have a tenant that 
you desire for the neighbor- 
hood, no problem,” he said. 
He later clarified “reasonable” 
as at least $2 a square foot. 

As to the hose connecting 
the two buildings, Roth said 
his contractor did that to share 
some water with other con- 
tractors across the street who 
were working on the homeless 
shelter. “I’m doing that out of 
the goodness of my heart,” he 

Ken Lazar, a spokesman for 
the city Department of Build- 
ings, said that the project’s 
plans didn’t appear to be con- 
ducive for use as a shelter, 
and displayed none of the in- 
dicators of 65 Clermont Ave. 

The building has two one- 
bedroom and two two-bed- 
room apartments on each floor 
above the commercial ground- 
floor space, and on the top lev- 
el two larger two-bedroom 
apartments. The roof, accord- 
ing to the plans presented by 
Roth, would feature a park-like 
space for the use of tenants. 

“Based on right now, it is 
not set up to be like the build- 
ing across the street,” Lazar 



Osteoporotic Bone Normal Bone 



Osteoporosis 
Risk Factors 



• Female and over 50 

• Family history of fracture 

• Early menopause 

• Diet Low in Calcium 

• Thin & small framed 

- or just worried 
about osteoporosis? 


Bone Density results in just 5 minutes 
with our new, high-tech DEXA 


Talk to us! 


Brooklyn Heicims Amms Assomes 


Daniel D. Ricciardi, MD, FACR, Director 


Conveniently located at 100 Clinton St. (offRemsen) 
For additional information or appointment call 834-0070 


WATCHTOWER 

Continued from page 6 

planned, one of the largest undeveloped parcels in the city, has 
been vacant for 12 years, ever since the Watchtower Society’s 
original plans for a printing facility in the manufacturing zone 
were dropped. It is currently used by the group as a parking lot, 
which is ominously covered on all sides by sheet-metal fencing. 

Residents, many of whom were surprised to hear about the 
Watchtower Society’s plans when they were released earlier this 
year, have formed the staunchest opposition to the project. Own- 
ers of apartments in a luxury condominium building at 79 
Bridge St., whose views would be impeded, have questioned 
why the Watchtower didn’t instead utilize the empty buildings 
they have at 117 Adams St., which were abandoned when they 
moved their printing press upstate earlier this year. 

Watchtower Society spokesman Richard Devine, said that 
wasn’t possible. 

Another opponent, the DUMBO Neighborhood Association, 
reiterated their discontent about the plans. Though one-time sup- 
porters of the project, they were burned when their provisions 
that the Watchtower Society revamp the York Street subway sta- 
tion and limit tower size to 12 stories were not adopted into 
CB2’s recommendation. 

At a City Planning Commission hearing Wednesday, 18 resi- 
dents testified against the plans. 

“I think it went pretty well,” said 79 Bridge St. resident 
Christy Nyberg. “I felt that there was unanimous representation, 
with all the council people involved in the district and the bor- 
ough president’s office.” She believes the testimony gave the 
commission a better understanding of what was at stake and said 
she was encouraged by the probing questions asked by the com- 
missioners. 

Despite the large number of residents they would bring to the 
area, the self-sufficient order would not rely heavily on area 
merchants, another factor that has drawn complaints from the 
community. 

With its world headquarters just blocks away, the religious or- 
ganization, which came to Brooklyn in 1909, is looking to con- 
solidate many of its smaller residential facilities, most of which 
are in Brooklyn Heights, and which house thousands of volun- 
teers. Watchtower owns 29 properties in Brooklyn Heights and 
DUMBO including 21 residential buildings ranging from 
brownstones to apartment buildings. 

The City Planning Commission has 10 days to render a deci- 
sion. The application then goes to the City Council for hearings 
and a final decision. 


Your child is 

NO ANGEL. 




[ 4| Angels don't need health coverage. Your child does. That's why at 
HEALTH PLUS we offer you Child Health Plus; a New York State program that 
tEl provides your child or teenager with FREE or low cost health coverage 
regardless of your financial situation. To find out if your child qualifies, call 

HEALTH PLUS at 1-888-809-8009. 



Child Health 


Children are eligible for Child Health Plus offered by Health Plus if they: are under the age 
of 19; are not eligible for Medicaid and do not have equivalent health insurance; and live in 

Brooklyn, Bronx, Queens, Manhattan, or Staten Island. 


www.healthplus-ny.org 
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APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

Apt for rent. 4BR/ Lg livingroom. 
Totally renovated new appliances. 
Near all transportation. 5th Ave./73rd 
St. $1,500 per month. Call: (718) 
888-0906 or (347) 645-5503. R36 


Bay Ridge 

It's a wonderful life! Upper Shore 
Road, 2 BR, 2 Bath, duplex luxury apt. 
$2,1 50/mo. Owner . . . 

(718) 745-0494 


Bensonhurst 

17th Ave. & 59th St., 1 BR apt in 4 
fam house, close to shopping & 
transp. $850/mo. includes all util- 


CO-OPS 
& CONDOS 


Bay Ridge 


friendly. Perfect live/work. By owner. 
$140,000. Contact Elaine. (201) 681- 

°31 2 - 


Kensington 

E8 - Ditmas 

Renovated 6 rooms, 2 family, 
heat & gas included. $1480. 

(646) 266-0395 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios;1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


Sunset Park 

Sunny 3 room apt. completely 
renovated. Very low monthly 
maintenance. On nice park 
block. Asking $1 95k or best offer. 

(71$) 207-0617 


HOUSES 


For Sale/ Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge - Battery Ave. 


mily, 3 ca 


larage. 1 .05m 


Bay Ridge - 84th St. 

finished baserr?ent. 9 $699k. 

Dyker - Bay 11th St. 

2 fam, garage. $630k. 

Dyker - 76th St. 

All modern. 1 fam, garage. 
Better than new. $689k. 

LCCW Realty 
(718) 439-1138 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


Parkville Realty 

Grand Opening! 

NEWLY Constructed 
Elevator Building 
221-9 Parkville Avenue 
(Just off Ocean Parkway) 

• Parking Available 

• Laundry Room 

• Dishwashers in Apts 

• Hardwood Floors 

Spacious apartments! 

So sorry, Studios & 1 Bedrooms no longer available. 

2 Bedrooms - Starting at $1 500 - negotiable 

3 Bedrooms - Starting at $1 800 (Top floor Balconies!!!) 

Hurry!! Only a few available. 



WALKING DISTANCE TO: 

F Train • Major Bus Stops • Schools 
Religious Institutions • Shopping 


Contact Michael @ (718) 518-0367 x288 


HOUSES FOR SALE 
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For Sale/ Brooklyn 


Park Slope 

Yard. Lovely Block! OPEN HOUSE. Si 
9/26 from 12-3pm. 8 Jackson PI. G 

Webster Place & 7th Ave. Price Reduc 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Old Town, SI 

heater & electrical, has backyard bungalow, 
RR $3, 000/mo., owned by hoi 


Westchester County 


)0. (917) 319-4865. 


PARKING 


Available / Brooklyn 


Carroll Gardens 


gate. $250 monthly per car. $125 
for motorcycle. Please call (718) 
721-8800. 
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Landmark Funding Group 

I For all your mortgage needs 

New York & New Jersey 

Free Pre-Approvals 



Town-Houses 
Bad Credit 
Cash Out 
Debt Consolidation 

Residential 
Mixed Use 


ART MINKOWICZ 

Loan Specialist 

718.773.0007 ext.34 

Ari@LandmarkFG.com 

411 Kingston Ave Suite 201 


II BANCO POPULAR* 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
5216 Fifth Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11220 

Tel: (718) 567-0604 
Fax: (718) 567-0274 


Ronald Bislig 

Hipotecas Recidenciales 
Email: rbislig@bpop.com 



Atlantic thrift shop 
going out of business 



By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Care Partners thrift 
shop on Atlantic Avenue 
hasn’t been around long, 
but it’s made a lasting 
impression. With award- 
winning window displays, 
eye-catching fashion shows 
and favorable write-ups, it 
would seem to be a retail 
business on the rise. 

Looks, however, can be de- 
ceiving — the thrift shop is 
not really a retail business, 
and its end is in sight. 

The shop was opened to 
raise money for the not-for- 
profit Jacob Perlow Hospice, 
which provides care to termi- 
nally ill patients by treating 
them at home with visiting 
nurses, social workers, chap- 
lains and physicians. Nearly 
800 of its 3,000 patients live 
in Brooklyn. 

But with the hospice facing 
a $70,000 shortfall this year, 
its officers decided to close 
the shop. 

“We had this dream of cre- 
ating something that could 
provide not only a community 
service and a business oppor- 
tunity, but also benefit the 
hospice facility,” said Carolyn 
Cassin, president and CEO of 
the hospice. “Over two years 
later, it hasn’t been realized. 
Nobody is more unhappy 
about it than we are,” she said. 

Except, maybe, the people 
who run the thrift shop. 

Robert Walsh opened Care 
Partners in October 2001, a 
time when most charitable 
city folk were donating to var- 
ious 9-11 relief organizations. 
Although the opening month 
was profitable, it fell just short 
of breaking even and ever 
since, things have grown 
worse financially. 

“The lack of business and 
economy that has contributed 
to this is unfortunately the 
same story of many business- 
es that opened on Atlantic 
Avenue around 9-11,” said 
Walsh. 

Although Cassin’s decision 
to rent out the storefront to a 
commercial business came as 


a shock to Walsh, he said he 
understood it was because of 
the losses. Cassin agreed, 
however, to hold off on clos- 
ing the shop until a new tenant 
could be found. 

“In the meantime, we’ll see 
what we can do to get the oth- 
er merchants together and 
bring this around,” Walsh said. 

The past few weekends, he 
noted, have been hopeful, as 
Target’s presence a few blocks 
away in the brand new At- 
lantic Terminal mall — at At- 
lantic and Flatbush avenues — 
has brought a relative boom of 
customers. 

“We had a major business 
day on a Saturday unlike any- 
thing we’d seen since we’d 
opened. Most of them had Tar- 
get bags!” he said. 

But John Chermack, presi- 
dent of strategic planning at 
the hospice, remained doubtful 
of a large enough upturn in 
business to save the thrift 

“We’ve been anticipating 
Target opening for well over a 
year,” he said. “If this had hap- 
pened over a year ago we 
might not be in the red now. 
It’s too little, too late at this 
point.” 

Cassin explained that while 


the business is relatively cheap 
to run, the major expenses 
tend to be labor (all the em- 
ployees are paid; similar shops 
in suburban areas often have 
volunteers) and furniture mov- 
ing. To see a turnaround, she 
said, there would have to be a 
major “renewal of interest” by 
the community, more regular 
shoppers, and even monetary 
donations. (Ideally, the shop 
would be making $300 a day, 
Cassin said.) 

“They can also donate their 
time,” she said. “If we can find 
a few retired people who 
would be willing to come in 
they could keep the store open 
more hours.” Currently, the 
shop is open 11 am to 6 pm, 
Monday through Saturday, 
and noon to 5 pm, on Sunday. 

Though several community 
groups were saddened by the 
announcement of the possible 
closing, an issue immediately 
made its way to the forefront: 
What would go in its place? 

“I care about it, and it al- 
ways has its personality as it 
grows and changes. I always 
felt as a store they were above 
average, and were caring and 
involved,” said Margaret Cu- 
sack, president of the Hoyt 
Street Association. 


But Cusack said she was 
also worried that the Perlow 
organization, which has a 
long-term lease on the build- 
ing, might turn the space into 
a medical center or something 
similarly non-conducive to 
shoppers. 

“It would create a gap, 
causing pedestrians to decide 
to turn around and go the oth- 
er way,” Cusack said. 

Sandy Balboza, president of 
the Atlantic Avenue Betterment 
Association, said she thinks the 
foot traffic will only improve, 
given the 325-unit apartment 
building being erected on the 
comer of Atlantic Avenue and 
Court Street. 

“The avenue is sort of or- 
ganic still,” Balboza said. “It’s 
changing and it seems to be 
going in a certain direction 
which we’d like to perpetuate. 
When a big store like that is 
available, we’re concerned.” 

She also expressed suspi- 
cion, based on a realtor’s list- 
ing for the storefront that 
boasted proximity to car serv- 
ices, a Laundromat and a Wal- 
green pharmacy. 

“Hopefully he [Walsh] can 
hang in there,” Balboza said. 
“Maybe they can find out a 
way to get a little bit creative.” 


DUMBO... 


Continued from page 1 

In 1999, his attempts to develop a mas- 
sive park-apartment building-hotel-outdoor 
mall complex in Empire-Fulton Ferry State 
Park were rejected. David Walentas said 
his plans, which predated formal plans for 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, created an “inti- 
mate” relationship with the Manhattan 
skyline, critics from the adjacent neighbor- 
hoods of Brooklyn Heights, DUMBO and 
Fulton Ferry argued they were “isolation- 
ist” and “insensitive” to the surrounding 
community. 

Most contentious was the centerpiece 
of the plan, a hotel built out onto the East 
River at the park’s north end, which 
would have virtually obliterated views of 
another famous, if less aesthetically pleas- 
ing span — the Manhattan Bridge. 

On Tuesday, Avella complimented Two 
Trees’ amendments to their original 38 
Water St. proposal, in which the tallest 
part of the tower perched only 70 feet 
away from the Brooklyn Bridge. The re- 
vised plan left it at 88 feet high near the 
bridge, rising up to 178 feet at a point 134 
feet away from the bridge overpass. An 
additional 20,000 square feet of residen- 
tial housing was lost as a result. 

Still, he said, “I’ve been very uncom- 
fortable about blocking the view of the 
bridge, [and] from the bridge.” 

The revised plan still includes a 327- 
space, underground parking garage, 8,000 
square feet of retail space, an 8,300- 
square-foot community facility for a non- 
profit arts organization and approximately 
200 units of housing. 

Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO Council- 
man David Yassky compared the Walen- 
tas proposal to the eyesore of the Verizon 
building — with its bright-red, lighted 
checkmark — on the Manhattan side of 
the bridge, and cited the Brooklyn 
Bridge’s historic importance as his main 
concern. 

“The symbolic importance of the 
[bridge] cannot be overstated,” he said, 
calling it “one of New York’s most recog- 
nizable structures. Indeed, the image of 
the bridge is recognized throughout the 

Several members from area communi- 
ty groups also spoke in opposition to the 


plan, but many, in e-mails sent just prior 
to the meeting, criticized Yassky’s belated 
response after he was silent for months 
prior to the hearing. His reluctance to 
speak out led to suspicions of his support 
for the Walentas proposal. 

“How our elected representative to the 
City Council could listen so well to the 
wishes of one person and not to the strong- 
ly expressed opinions of the very people 
who elected him to represent the historic 
district of Brooklyn Heights and surround- 
ing landmark communities is confounding 
to us,” wrote Judy Stanton, executive di- 
rector of the Brooklyn Heights Associa- 
tion, in an e-mail sent before Yassky sided 
with their cause last week. 

At the hearing, when asked about 
Yassky’s latecomer support, she gri- 
maced. 

‘Well, it’s the first step,” she said. 

The architecture firm of Beyer, Blind- 
er, Belle, hired by Two Trees for 38 Water 
St., displayed a model at the hearing de- 
picting the bridge and neighborhood, and 
emphasized, using a miniature scale mod- 
el of the earlier design and the newest 
one, the significant changes that had been 

Lead partner Jack Beyer pointed out, 
“This building must be seen and under- 
stood and evaluated in the context of the 
Gair complex,” the group of DUMBO 
warehouses that Walentas has converted 
to residential, artist and office space. 

When Jed Walentas spoke, he appealed 
to the need for housing in DUMBO, and 
more customer traffic for local retailers. 
He promised the building would house 
about 40 affordable units, provided it was 
accepted into a city-subsidized program. 
He cited the City Planning Commission’s 
9-1 vote in favor of the zoning changes, 
and mentioned having taken suggestions 
from Yassky, the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission, City Planning Director 
Amanda Burden and her predecessor, Joe 

Then he issued a thinly veiled warning, 
suggesting that if the application was de- 
nied one option would be to build a 12- 
story “as-of-right commercial building” at 
the site instead. 

“It isn’t the right use. but it is an as-of- 


right alternative,” Jed Walentas said. He 
finished by saying, “DUMBO is our life; 
we treat it with much care, passion and 
respect.” 

In her testimony, Nancy Webster, pres- 
ident of the DUMBO Neighborhood As- 
sociation, first acknowledged that Two 
Trees “does excellent work in DUMBO,” 
before requesting that instead of seeking 
to emulate the Gair buildings, they model 
new developments after the four- to six- 
story, 18th-century buildings that line 
Water Street. 

“We care deeply about this issue be- 
cause we feel the glorious vista across to 
the Manhattan Bridge will be lost,” she 
said, and urged issuance of a lower, R6A 
residential zoning instead. 

Proponents of the building showed up 
in equal number to the opposition, with 
15 to 20 testifying from each side. 

Many of the testimonials given in fa- 
vor of the plan came from commercial 
and residential tenants of Two Trees 
buildings, as well as a Two Trees employ- 
ee who failed to identify herself as such. 

Representatives from arts organiza- 
tions such as Smack Mellon and the 
DUMBO Arts Center, and merchants like 
Jacques Torres, owner of the famous 
chocolate shop in a Walentas building on 
Water Street — who have at one time or 
another received rent reductions or defer- 
rals from Walentas — testified on his be- 
half. Representatives from the Real Estate 
Board of New York, the Brooklyn Cham- 
ber of Commerce and the local chapter of 
the American Institute of Architects also 
spoke on the plan’s behalf. 

Louise Lansky, who described herself 
as “a neighborhood resident” lives in the 
area and stated that for her, the neighbor- 
hood was still a danger zone. 

“Walking in the evenings in that area is 
a little sketchy, it’s a little dark and de- 
serted,” she said. With the addition of up- 
wards of 200 people, “it would not he as 
scary in the evening,” she said. 

The next day a reporter noticed her 
giving tours as part of her job as a leasing 
agent for Two Trees in a commercial 
building at 55 Washington St., where The 
Brooklyn Papers offices are located. 

Asked why she declined to divulge 
that she was an employee of Walentas 
when she testified, Lansky would only 
say that she stood by her testimony. 


PARKING i... 


Continued from page 1 
es and governmental buildings isn’t un- 
common, he said. Of the other Park Kwik 
lots, which are all in Brooklyn, he said this 
was the most state-of-the-art facility. 

“We have a fully automated, European- 
style pay station,” he said, at which a per- 
son is issued a ticket and may pay without 
assistance, parking their own car. The pay 
booths, along with accepting parking 
cards, also accept any major credit card, 
and can even read the amount due with- 
out a ticket, merely by swiping the same 


credit card they used to enter, when they 

With none of the apartments above the 
garage yet completed, interested motorists 
have no competition for spaces. An early- 
bird special where a driver arrives before 
10 am and leaves by 7 pm is $10, and 
monthly passes are being offered at an in- 
troductory rate of $175 for just daytime 
use, and $200 for 24-hour parking. Thirty 
monthly leases have been signed so far. 

The garage descends three levels un- 
derground, and has an elevator and four 
stairwells that exit to Court Street. 


Thirty-two on-site cameras are in- 
stalled throughout the garage and fixed at 
entrance and exit points. All-night atten- 
dants make hourly rounds to ensure the 
garage is fairly secure. 

“We do our best,” said Azria. “At 10 
o’clock at night we close all the doors ex- 
cept the main entrances,” and operate a 
buzzer system to let drivers who want to 
retrieve their cars. 

While the parking complex has a per- 
mit for 700 spaces, 200 of those are for 
valet-only parking. For now, it appears as 
if that will be plenty, either way. 

“Right now we’ve got capacity,” said 
Azria. “If I’ve got 1,000 people who want 
to park, then I’ve got a problem.” 













